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Portrait of President Lacy Presented to Union 
Seminary. Dr. E. T. Wellford (left), Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, accepts the picture, painted 
by Mr. David Silvette, of Richmond, Va. The Fi- 
nance Committee of the Board commissioned the 
portrait, and Mr. James W. Gordon, Chairman of 
the Committee, represented it at the recent unveil- 
ing convocation. Mrs. B. R. Lacy, mother of Dr. 
B. R. Lacy, Jr., came from her home in Raleigh, 
N. C., for the ceremonies. President Lacy has 
headed Union Seminary for 23 years. 
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EDITORIAL 


This one thing I do ... forgetting ... reach- 
ing forth ... I press toward the mark for the 
prize. Phil. 3:13,14. 


One of life’s most poignant tragedies is found in 
weeping over its wasted years, while we refuse to 
turn our feet resolutely into new and worthy ways 
and to buy up such open and free days as may yet 
dawn upon the path ahead. At New Year’s we nat- 
urally look back through the year and the years. 
There are many tangled knots there that we would 
feign untie and undo, but we cannot retrace our 
steps. However, there is a generous education that 
comes from frankly facing the past and weighing 
its experiences wisely. Having thus assayed it for 
all its values Paul says, “Forget it.’”’ The past by 
its accomplishments can fill us either with conceit 
or with courage. It depends upon the handle we 
grasp and the spirit we bring to the trial in the 
court of our hearts. Then there are the failures and 
the foul things that linger there in memory to dog 
and darken our way. They can bring to our hearts 
and minds a sense of futility that leads to frustra- 
tion and defeat. They can, on the other hand, stir 
us to a higher endeavour and dedication if we will 
accept their challenge. 


Thus they awaken our finer selves for the fu- 
ture. Having gathered the meaning and message 
from the past year and years, Paul urges us to 
turn around, to turn our backs on the past. Thus 
standing we look out across the present into the 
unblemished, untarnished years that wait to unfold 
before us. This advice is from God’s Holy Spirit 
through one who has lived largely and deeply and 
whose life was marked by a complete about-face. 
Shall we make the years past pay off? Shall we 
make them yield their finest findings for our beck- 
oning future? Shall we from now on keep our eyes 
on the goal, the prize of the high calling of God 
through our fellowship daily with Jesus Christ? 
And thus running the race shall we put capacity 
effort into the abiding values as we reach forward 
and press toward the mark, the golden goal of free, 
fine Christian living? —S. McPh. G, 
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Two Needed “Returns” 


Evangelicals need to return to more love for 
those with whom they differ. Recently a revival 
blessing came on a Pennsylvania community. One 
writing of what took place said: ‘‘Some had a bap- 
tism of faith and we all had a baptism of love.” 


Paul never deviated from the faith and he was 
terrifyingly direct in his denunciation of those who 
preached another gospel. But, he says: “‘And if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note that 
man, and have no company with him, that he may 
be ashamed. Yet, count him not as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother.” 


Yes, we who feel that the Christian faith, and 
those doctrines which constitute the Christian faith, 
are worth contending for, and they are, need to 
learn the lesson of love and to return to it. 


The second return needed is for those liberals 
who have browsed around in the speculations and 
denials of higher critical thinking to return to the 
verities of supernatural faith as found in the Word 
of God. The heart of the trouble is an impaired 
view of inspiration, a view which inevitably pro- 
duces an impaired or diluted message. 


With the return of love on the one hand and 


faith on the other there will certainly come a return 
of spiritual power in the Church. 


Let us hasten to return! —L.N.B. 





People Are Hungry 


Within twenty-four hours these three incidents 
came to our personal attention. 


A man was admitted to a hospital and on exami- 
nation it was found that he had a large inoperable 
cancer. Two months before he had gone to a doc- 
tor because he himself thought he had a cancer. 
He had been “examined” and told he was perfectly 
healthy. 


A man on the verge of suicide came, desperate 
because of alcoholism and business difficulties. He 
came from a Christian background and was edu- 
cated. He had gone to a church for comfort and 
hope. He came away Sunday after Sunday con- 
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fused and sick at heart. “There was no message 
from the Bible for my soul, just platitudes and a 
lot about social problems.” 


A Christian professor and his family moved into 
a new college community. They are intelligent, in- 


structed Christians and they are deeply concerned 
that their children should grow up strong in the 
faith and dedicated to the service of the Church. 
“Our church problem is not solved at all; there is 
no spiritual life whatever in our Church here and 
the boy’s Sunday School teacher is really an un- 
believer if he really believes all the boys say ... we 
are considering a change, went to the Church 
Sunday for the first time here heard the Bible and 
only the Bible preached.” 


Men are fallible and certainly physicians fail 
many times both in diagnosis and in treatment. As 
serious as this is it is human bodies which are in- 
volved, not human souls. It is pathetic for an indi 
vidual to seek physical relief and fail, eithe 
through mistaken diagnosis or ineffective treat 
ment. 


How much more serious when the eternal destiny 
of a soul is at stake. We believe there are many 
spiritually hungry people who are groping for the 
truth today, who need that which God’s Word alone 
affords; who desperately need supernatural help. 
Putting it in the plainest language possible—they 
are sinners who need the Saviour. 


All of us who are engaged in any phase of Chris- 
tian work must keep it constantly before us that 
an enlightened social conscience is desirable, as is 
world peace, economic and racial justice and many 
other changes in the world in which we live. 


But, nothing compares with salvation, a right re 
lationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, ow 
Saviour. Too many people are dying for bread and 
are offered a stone. Too many need meat and are 
handed a scorpion. Too many people need to hear 
of the One in whom they must believe and instead 
are told of a social program to which they should 
subscribe. 

Oh brethren! this is not being written in a crit 
ical spirit but in love; in love for some of you who 
know and believe the truth but have shifted the 
emphasis of your message. 


Our one desire for our Church is a mighty spir- 
itual blessing; a blessing which will solve difficulties 
and heal breaches; a blessing which will make all 
of our policies and programs predicated on the 
foundat:on work of saving souls. Educational pro 
grams undoubtedly have their place but young peo- 
ple are not going to be educated into a saving re- 
lationship with Christ. We need more tears, more 
conviction of sin, more repentance for sin, more 
evidence of transformed lives. 


“For he satisfieth the longing soul, and fillet 
the hungry soul with goodness.”’ 


As His servants and His witnesses can we 
do less? —L.N.B. 





While It Is Day 


One does not have to be a confirmed pessimist to 
recognize that the areas in which open Christian 
missions may be carried on are becoming more and 
more restricted. 


As our Church faces the Foreign Mission Season 
it should be thankful for the fields in which we can 
still labor, for those who represent us there and 
for the opportunities yet open to us to advance in 
the work of evangelizing the world. 


Despite the opposition of paganism on the one 
hand and the encroachment of rank atheism on the 
other, we still have fields and opportunities to chal- 
lenge and engage all of the resources of our 
Church. 


Urgency is not an unworthy watchword for our 
time. Fields are open, people are receptive, men 
and women, money and prayers are needed. By 
rising to meet the opportunities and privileges 
which are ours in this day we will be redeeming 
the time. 


“I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work.” 

It is still day and we can still work. Let us dou- 
ble and quadruple our efforts while we may. The 
night may come sooner than we think. —L.N.B. 





“ 9 ,. e 
God’s Forgiveness 
John was writing in his First Epistle to assure 
believers of God’s forgiveness, not to threaten 
them with God’s condemnation, when he wrote 
(3:20): “For if our heart condemn us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.” 
Yet these words are very generally misunderstood. 


John never meant us to conclude that by as 
much as God is greater than our heart, by so much 
is His condemnation of us greater than our con- 
demnation of ourselves could be. He meant us to 
find freedom from self-condemnation and joy of 
realization that for us, as Paul expressed it: ‘“‘There 
is now therefore no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus.” That is why John wrote: “God is 
greater than our heart.” 


For our heart is of a variable sort such that 
today we can feel assured of God’s forgiveness and 
acceptance as we look back with the eyes of faith 
to the cross and the empty tomb and beyond and 
up to the throne of God and to our Advocate there. 
But tomorrow, such is our heart, we look at our 
lives and we wonder whether after all we are for- 
given and “accepted in the Beloved.” Is it enough, 
what He, God’s beloved Son, our Saviour, did for 
is when He d:ed and rose again, and what He is 
doing, “ever living to make intercession for us?” 
And so our heart condemns us. 


That is why John wrote so self-evident a thing 
as this: “God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things.’”’ We need to be reminded that 
God, “with whom is no variableness,” could not at 
one time look at Calvary and the nearby garden and 
then at the One by His side on the throne who 
came there by way of the cross and the tomb; 
could not look at that and at Him and count His 
death and resurrect.on and advocacy enough for 
our salvation, and then at another time count it 
not enough. If ever God declared it sufficient, then 
sufficient forever it is. 


“For ... God knoweth all things.” John’s 
choice of that verb is significant and remarkable. 
In his First Epistle, he used two different verbs, 
each translated by our English know. One is from 
a root that means see, and denotes intuitive know- 
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ledge, knowing by purely mental perception. The 
other denotes knowledge acquired by experience. 
The remarkable and significant thing is that when 
John wrote that God “knoweth all things,” he used 
not the verb we should expect to find, the verb 
used when the knowing is by mental perception, 
but the verb used when the knowing is through 
personal experience. 


What a wealth of meaning the Holy Spirit can 
pack into one word! Here is more than is meant 
even in that precious verse: “God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son.” Here 
is explanation of what Paul meant when He wrote: 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself.’’ God in Christ—of course then He knows 
all that has to do with that reconciling, which is 
our salvation. Its facts are to God a matter of per- 
sonal experience. That perfect earthly life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that death of atonement, that 
resurrection for our justification—all this God 
knows in such a way that there can never be with 
Him any change of opinion as to the reality and 
sufficiency of it. 


“There is now therefore no condemnation.” And 
when to our faith in that assurance we add faith- 
fulness in the keeping of that double command- 
ment which John stresses as all-inclusive in Verse 
28, ‘“‘That we should believe on the name of His 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another as He gave 
us commandment,” we find the joy of “confidence 
toward God,” which we have “if our heart condemn 
us not.” —W.T.W. 





Back Of Revival 


At a recent meeting of the Mayors of American 
cities, held in Seattle, the Mayor of Los Angeles 
frankly spoke of the blessing which had come to 
Los Angeles through the recent revival in that city. 


We have had occasion to inquire into some of 
the reasons for this revival which is continuing to 
have such far-flung effects in other parts of our 
country. These reasons lie far deeper than an indi- 
vidual evangelist, an individual personality, as 
much as a consecrated servant of the Lord might 
be the active agent used in bringing about such a 
blessing. 


We find four things were present in Los 
Angeles. 


DESIRE FOR REVIVAL. When Christian people 
are willing to face the facts of sin and its devas- 
tating effect on the lives of individuals and com- 
munities there should come into the heart a yearn- 
iny for a spiritual awakening. The transforming 
power of Christ in the lives of men is recognized, 
even by unbelievers when they see it, and the de- 
sire to see this manifested afresh is a desire for 
revival. 


FAITH IN REVIVAL. “Yea, they turned back 
and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of 
Israel,” is still true. There are those who say the 
day of revival is past. But, to those who believe, 
God is yet all-powerful to save; His grace and 
mercy are still operative. “Behold, the Lord’s hand 
is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear.” 


As is always true with faith; God honors even a 
little faith and gives evidences of His blessing on 


man’s work for Him, which in turn begets greater 
faith. 


PRAYER FOR REVIVAL. A burden for lost 
souls drives one to his knees. Willingness to pray 
for revival must be had. In fact, the history of all 
great revivals leads back to men and women pray- 
ing for a mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 
conviction of sin and turning from sin with repen- 
tant hearts. Prayer for revival is general and also 
particular. Individuals are singled out and prayed 
for. And, when such individuals are gloriously 
saved it has an electric-like effect on the entire 
community. Sinners are arrested and saints rejoice. 


WORK FOR REVIVAL. Desire for revival, faith 
that God will send revival, prayer for revival re- 
quire also that one work for revival. These things 
do not happen because of haphazard preparation. 
It takes work, consecrated business and organiza- 
tional ability and it takes a lot of glorified Chris- 
tlan common sense. 


Promotion, securing co-operation of Christian 
groups, advertising, music, all have their place. But 
one of the most important things of all, something 
without which failure may be the result, is trained 
personal workers. A sinner comes seeking salvation. 
He is distressed and confused and hungry of heart. 
He needs a man or woman to talk to who knows 
the all-important technique of dealing with sinners. 
Such technique requires great tact, great love, a 
knowledge of God’s Word and the willingness to 
talk with and pray with those who come seeking 
the Lord until they are led into a clear understand- 
ing of the step they are taking. 


When a community or a church is willing to take 
these steps toward a revival they are prepared to 
receive the blessing which God is so willing to pour 
out. The messenger and the message are important 
but they are but a part of the total picture of the 
blessings of real revival. 


If we will pay the price God will do the rest. 
—L.N.B. 





Dimensionalism 


In courts of law it is required that the defen- 
dants, the witnesses, the prosecution and the ac- 
cused all adhere to the facts, the truth. 


In business it is still admitted that truthfulness 
is essential. Misbranding or misrepresenting a pro- 
duct is decried and in time will reflect adversely on 
those who indulge in such dishonesty. 


In the established sciences there are certain ele- 
mental truths which form a basis of that science. 
H20 is water, H2S0¢ is Sulphuric Acid, 2 plus 2 is 
4, and so forth. 


But, when we come to “thought forms” we find 
something new under the heavens. In theological 
circles there are those who would change a fact 
into a fancy, a truth into a lie. 


In fact there is a philosophy, held by some, called 
“dimensionalism,” which teaches that Christian 
truth may be held to be true in some other dimen- 
sion than the factual dimensions of Scripture. In 
other words, the virgin birth is a stated fact in the 
Bible. The one who holds this philosophy of dimen- 
sionalism can say he accepts the virgin birth but 
not in the dimension of factual history. He may 
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say he accepts the substitutionary atonement but 
not in the dimension given in God’s Word in which 
we are told that He died on the cross as our substi- 
tute for sin. 


If this arrant nonsense was translated into a 
court of law the one advocating it would be cited 
for contempt of court. If it were taken into the 
business world it would be called fraud. If into 
reputable scientific circles it would be recognized 
as an insult to the intelligence. 


When we try to explain away God’s Word, when 
we balk at the supernatural because it defies nat- 
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ural explanation, when we measure God, His Word 
and His ways by the standard of the human intellect 
we must of necessity become mired in one ab- 
surdity grafted on another. 


Thank God for the capabilities of man’s mind 
when that mind is submitted to the eternal God in 
faith and reverence. 


But, “Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ.” —L.N.B. 














Has “Unreserved Dedication” Taken 
The Place of Creedal Subscription 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Decatur, Ga. 


This question is raised by a paragraph in a re- 
cent book review carried in The Presbyterian Out- 
look of November 7. Reviewing Professor Cooper’s 
Southwestern At Memphis, Dr. Warner L. Hall 
writes the following paragraph: 


“One of the sidelights of the book is the 
struggle which Dr. Diehl had with heresy 
hunters. His victory was, by no means a per- 
sonal one, for it, in some sense, assured to 
many others the right of an intellectual free- 
dom within the limits of an unreserved dedi- 
cation to the Christian cause.” 


We have no desire to reopen any struggle with 
reference to Dr. Diehl, but the inference which Dr. 
Hall draws gives us grave concern. The reviewer’s 
words imply that many Presbyterian educators and 
Presbyterian ministers—Dr. Diehl is both—have 
either (or both) been relieved of all creedal obli- 
gations or else have agreed among themselves that 
those creedal obligations to which they have sub- 
scribed are only indicative of their dedication to 
the Christian cause. 


Now it is not difficult to show that “an un- 
reserved dedication to the Christian cause,” in- 
dispensable as that is, is not a sufficient safeguard 
for the Church or her teachers. Certainly, there 
have been Jesuit missionaries unreservedly dedi- 
cated to the Christian cause, and Armenian min- 
isters, and perhaps Unitarian scholars. The other 
day I was told about a very devout Mormon. Ap- 
parently, this Latter Day Saint could offer “an un- 
reserved dedication to the Christ cause’”’ as he saw 

. and yet I cannot believe that Dr. Hall would 
favor him for a Chair of Religion in Southwestern 
or for his associate pastor in Charlotte, N. C. 


We feel obligated, therefore, to ask the questions 
which Dr. Hall’s review has raised. First, have the 
professors in our Presbyterian educational insti- 
tutions been relieved of all creedal obligations, 
vows or doctrinal conditions as requirements for 
the presidential or professional positions they hold? 
We invite the several educational institutions con- 
nected with our Church to let the Church know 
just what, if any, obligations are now required. If 
the institution in particular has abrogated such re- 
quirements in the last two decades, the reasons for 


such change would also interest the Church. We 
can conceive of an occasion in which a college 
might have a man of known evangelical piety and 
Bible belief from another denomination that they 
wished installed as professor in some chair in 
which he would not teach church doctrine and 
might properly make an exception in his case to a 
rule requiring subscription to Calvinism. But we 
could only question the propriety of a Board using 
such an occasion as an excuse for abrogating all 
requirements. 


Three centuries ago Harvard was training men 
for the Calvinistic ministry in Puritan New Eng- 
land—teaching the Old Testament in Hebrew, the 
New in Greek and the Shorter Catechism in 
Latin ... but somebody slept at the switch... and 
Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked. When I studied at 
Harvard they were inculcating almost everything, 
except the doctrine for which that institution was 
established. 


A few years ago a prominent U.S.A. Presbyterian 
College was teaching a volume on evolution edited 
by Professor H. H. Newman for “the superior stu- 
dents” of Chicago University, entitled The Nature 
Of The World And Of Man. Now if a Presbyterian 
College is only going to teach the naturalism which 
allows of no direct intervention of God in special 
creations, in miracles, in the Incarnation, in an- 
swers to petitionary prayers for physical things— 
why endow and support such colleges? Why not 
send the men on to Chicago in the first place? In- 
cidentally, Lecomte de Nouy, Human Destiny, has 
at least pointed out how tenuous is the thread of 
evolution which Newman said was “proved or es- 
tablished as firmly as the law of gravitation.” (Op. 
cit. 193 of 194,381). 


Last summer I met a graduate of another U.S.A. 
College—Wooster to be exact—who told me how 
the Bible course in that Northern Presbyterian in- 
stitution had upset his faith in the Bible as the 
Word of God and as the guide for life. In the last 
issue The Journal had a review of the Bible 
Syllabus used at Wooster in 1947. 


Without requiring at least the acceptance of the 
Divine-human Christ, of the miracles of His Per- 
son and His works by each professor, an institu- 








Page 6 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jan. 2, 1950 





tion might find its whole Christian postion under- 
mined by an academically competent but unbeliev- 
ing teacher. And the institution might be afraid to 
remove such a man because of the support he would 
receive from his professional union and from the 
academic accrediting agency. 

Secondly, do those who take definite professional! 
or ordination vows regard them as merely an un- 
reserved dedication to the Christian cause? Ow 
ministerial vows still obligate us to accept the Holy 
Scriptures as being the Word of God, the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practise and of the West- 
minster Confession and Catechisms as being the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures. 
If there are those in our Church who feel that the 
full and fair meaning of these vows is “fan un- 
reserved dedication to the Christian cause” we in- 
vite such brethren to reconsider the:r positions in 
the light of history. 

In his able discussion of the meaning of our 
Presbyterian ordination vows Dr. Charles Hodge, 
Church Polity, Pages 317-432, shows that the 
meaning of the vow is not determined by the man 
taking it but by natural, historical force of the 
words and by the body impos:ng the vow. Ther 
was a wave of rationalism in eighteenth century 
‘England and Ireland which substituted sincerity 
for creedal subscription. Even James Moffatt says 
that “‘this mistaken aversion to creedal subscrip- 
tion” killed English Presbyterianism; and only the 
entrance of the Erskinites or Seceders saved Pres- 
byterianism in eighteenth century Ireland. Against 
the loose views of Presbyterian Sm tnen coming 
over from Ireland the American Presbyterian 
Church passed the adopting act of 1729 in which 
every minister subscribed to the Westminster Stan- 
dards as being in all essent.al and necessary articles 
good forms of sound words and accepted said Con- 
fession and Catechisms as the confession of hi: 
faith. This act has governed our American Presby- 
terian thinking these 220 years. Under its aegis ou 
Southern Assembly in the last decade has declared 
certain things such as the infallible truth of Scr.p- 
ture, Christ as true and eternal God, His becoming 
our brother man by His virgin birth, to be involved 
in the vows to which we subscribe. 





S 


Again, if there are ministers or professors who 
regard these creedal vows as merely an unreserved 
dedication to the Christian cause we invite them to 
reconsider their positions before the judgment bar 
of truth. Speaking on this theme from the stand- 
point of the Scottish Churches, Principal John 
Macleod says: 


“We should not fail to observe the moral 
issues that are raised in regard to the loyal 
maintenance of pledges given to be faithful to 
Creeds and Confessions. They call for very de- 
liberate study and consideration before they 
are adopted. They call equally for honorable 
treatment on the part of men who have avowed 
them as their own.”’ 

“Yet if men change their views on what they 
had confessed as the truth of God they should 
have the manliness to acknowledge that such a 
change has taken place and to refuse to stay 
in what is to them a false position.” 

‘“‘We should not forget that the fundamental] 
obligation lies upon every teacher in the 
Church of God to be true to the full circle of 
truth as the Apostolic and Prophetic Revela- 
tion has brought it before us. This truth has 
been entrusted to the Church to be held fast 
in its integrity, and it is no bondage to be laid 


under the obligation to honour such a trust; 
and this is what is meant by the exaction of a 


strict pledge of loyalty to the Confession of 
Faith. Nor can it well be spoken of as an ad- 
vance in Christian freedom for the Church to 
loosen the bond that binds her rulers to hold 
fast the whole truth of God as His Word sets 
it forth.”’ Scottish Theology, Pages 254-241- 


we invite any brother if any there be who 
that unreserved dedication is an adequate 
llment of his ordination vows to reconsider the 
same before the judgment bar of God. For in the 
end we shall all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ to give account of the deeds done in the 
flesh. And even before that final day, God does 
execute judgment among the children of men and 
often His judgment begins at the huose of God. 
Two hundred years ago the moderate machine toler- 
ated lax doctrine on the Deity of Christ by Pro- 
fessor John Simson, of Glasgow, Scotland, while it 
cracked down on the marrow men because their 
evangelical fervour smelled of dispensationalism— 
their paradoxes sniffed of anti-nomianism. But 
read the two histories of Scottish Theology, by 
Walker and by Macleod, and history has vindicated 
the Evangelicals — Boston, Erskine, T. Gillespie, 
John Love, and John Witherspoon; while it has 
judged Hadow, Patrick Cumming, William Robert- 
son and Principal Hill with their whole ‘“‘moderate” 
program. Pick up second volume of The Life Of 
Alexander Duff, by George Smith, and get a real 


account of the miserable end to which this so-called 


moderatism—what God has called lukewarmness 
actually led. God will judge God does 
idge ... God is judge. 





As He does judge may He also speak in the 
mercy which every one of us needs. All of our ob- 
ligations get their meaning from our loving Lord 
Jesus Christ who stands above and by His Spirit 
gives life to our system of doctrine. It was well 
said of Charles Hodge, the ablest expounder of our 
Presbyterian vows, that there was no point in his 
whole system of theology that did not derive its 
chief meaning from its relation to Christ. For him, 
‘‘man is nothing, Christ is everything. We have n 
worthiness. Christ is altogether worthy ... our ac- 
ceptance with God from beginning to end is in the 
Beloved. He is the ground of our election, the 
foundation of our Justification, the fontal head of 
our Regeneration, the means and medium of our 
Sanctification, and the efficient cause and model 
sur glorification. He is all in all, and we are con 
plete in Him.” “Jesus Christ is the God whom |! 
worship.” Dr. William Paxton on Hodge as a 
Teacher of Theology in The Life Of Charles 


Hodge, Pages 596-597. 








Luther's Safe Place 

When Martin Luther was in the throes of the 
Reformation, and the Pope was trying to bring him 
back to the Catholic Church, he sent a cardinal t 
deal with Luther and buy him with gold. The car- 
dinal wrote to the Pope: “The fool does not love 
gold.”” The cardinal, when he could not convince 
Luther, said to him: “What do you think the Pope 
cares for the opinions of a German boor? The 
Pope’s little finger is stronger than all Germany. 
Do you expect your princes to take up arms 
defend you—you, a wretched worm like you, I tel! 
you no. And where will you be then?” Luther’s 
reply was simple: “Where I am now, in the hands 
of Almighty God.” Pentecostal Herald. 
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The Use of Names And Terms In 
The Current Controversy 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson, Miss. 


As practically everyone in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church knows, there is a serious controversy 
going on in our denomination. At present the con- 
troversy is focused around the question of the pro- 
posed union of our denomination with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. 


But, in the broad sense, this is but one phase of 
the controversy. For this controversy arises directly 
from a difference in creedal or doctrinal beliefs. In 
the final analysis, there are two distinct groups in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, and these two 
groups differ radically in matters of belief. 


In discussing the views of the two groups it is 
necessary from time to time to use terms or names 
to designate the two groups and to identify their 
positions in doctrinal matters. 


What names and what terms should be used? 


The Wrong Use Of Names 
And Terms 


One can, of course, pitch the discussion on a very 
low plane and refer to those with whom one differs 
as Dr. D. P. MeGeachy, of our denomination, re- 
cently did, in The Christian Century, a non- 
denominational religious magazine with a wide cir- 
culation. Dr. McGeachy wrote therein a description 
of the 1949 General Assembly meeting of our de- 
nomination. The Presbyterian Outlook, in express- 
ing its approval of Dr. McGeachy’s article, stated 
that it was “his annual classic describing the Pres- 
byterian U. S. Assembly,” and that “there is noth- 
ing quite like it for color and for penetrating sur- 
gery.” 


Now in his article in The Christian Century Dr. 
McGeachy referred to those of us in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, who consistently hold to the 
Conservative position, in this manner: 


“There will be a little handful of willful men 
who will persist in this sober-faced mummery,” and 
“They have all of the fearful and many of the rich 
and well-to-do on their side. Every tactic, good and 
bad, whether based on ignorance or prejudice, will 
be used,” and “We find Rome and the ultra- 
fundamentalists alive and unscrupulous in our very 
midst.” 


In writing thus, and in using such insulting 
terms, Dr. McGeachy has given us a classic ex- 
ample of how the current controversy should not 
be conducted. 


It is possible to put the current controversy on a 
very low plane by making such references and 
using such terms. On the other hand, it is possible 
to pitch the discussion on a much higher plane by 
using terms and names which are neither insulting 
nor slurring. 


What terms should be used, and what names 
should be applied, to the two groups in the current 
controversy? 


The Terms “Orthodox” And 
“Unorthodox” 


Perhaps the most accurate terms that could be 
used would be the “Orthodox” group and the “un- 
Orthodox” group. 


In discussing the meaning of that term “Orth- 
odox,” Dr. J. Gresham Machen, the world-famed 
Bible scholar, once wrote in The Presbyterian 
Guardian: 


“Many years ago, in that ancient time when 
jokes now hoary with age had the blush of early 
youth upon their cheeks, when a man first asked, 
‘When is a door not a door?’ and when the answer 
seemed to be a marvelously fresh and brilliant 
thing—at some happy moment in that ancient time, 
some brilliant person said: ‘Orthodoxy means my 
— and ‘heterodoxy means the other man’s 

oxy.’ 


“The unknown author of that famous definition— 
unknown to me at least—may have thought he was 
being very learned. Knowing that the Greek word 
‘heteros,’ which forms a part of the English word 
‘heterodoxy,’ means ‘other,’ he built his famous 
definition around that one word, and ‘heterodoxy’ 
became to him ‘the other man’s doxy.’ 


“Possibly, however, he knew perfectly well that 
he was not being learned, and merely desired to 
have his little joke. As a matter of fact, the Greek 
word ‘heteros’ in ‘heterodoxy’ does not just mean 
‘other’ in the ordinary sense of that word, as when 
we speak of ‘one’ man and ‘another’ man, but it 
usually means ‘other’ with an added idea of ‘dif- 
ferent.’ 


“So if we are really going to indulge in a little 
etymology, if we are really going to analyze the 
words and have recourse to the origin of them in 
the Greek language from which they have come, 
we shall arrive at a very different result from the 
result which was arrived at by the author of the 
facetious definition mentioned above. The word 
‘orthodos’ in ‘orthodoxy’ means ‘straight,’ and the 
word ‘heteros’ in ‘heterodoxy’ means ‘other’ with 
an implication of ‘different.’ Accordingly, the real 
state of the case is that ‘orthodoxy’ means ‘straight 
doxy’ and ‘heterodoxy’ means ‘something different 
from straight doxy’; or, in other words, it means 
‘crooked doxy.’ 


“Now I am not inclined to recommend etymology 
indiscriminately to preachers in their treatment of 
their texts. It has its uses, but it also has its abuses. 
Very often it leads those who indulge in it very far 
astray indeed. The meanings of words change in 
the course of centuries, and so the actual use of a 
word often differs widely from what one would 
suppose from an examination of the original uses 
of its component parts. Etymology has spoiled many 
a good sermon. 


“In this case, however, etymology does not lead 
us astray at all. ‘Orthodoxy’ does mean ‘straight 
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doxy,’ and it is a good old word which I think we 
might well revive.” 


“Fundamentalist” Or “Conservative” 
Or “Evangelical” 


Since the term “Orthodox” is not widely used in 
our denomination as a name to designate the group 
which holds to our position in doctrinal matters, let 
us consider for a moment some terms which are 
sometimes used. 


The terms ‘Fundamentalist’? and “‘Conservative’”’ 
and “Evangelical” are used, but none of them is 
entirely satisfactory. 


In this connection let us listen once more to 
Dr. Machen: 

“For my part, I cannot say that I like the term 
‘Fundamentalism.’ I am not inclined, indeed, to 
quibble about these important matters. If an in- 
quirer asks me whether I am a Fundamentalist or 
a Modernist, I do not say, ‘Neither.’ Instead, I say: 
‘Well. you are using terminology that I do not like, 
but if I may for the moment use your terminology, 
in order that you may get plainly what I mean, I 
just want to say, when you ask me whether I ama 
Fundamentalist or a Modernist, that I am a Funda- 
mentalist from the word go!’ 


“The term ‘Fundamentalist’ seems to represent 
the Christian religion as thoug it had suddenly 
become an ‘ism’ and needed to be called by some 
strange new name. I cannot see why that should be 
done. The term seems to me to be particularly in- 


adequate as applied us conservative Presbyte- 
rians. We have a great heritage. We are standing 
in what we hold to be the great central current of 
the Church’s life—the great tradition that comes 


down through Augustine and Calvin to the West- 
m.nster Confession of Faith. That we hold to be 
the high straight road of truth as opposed to va- 
garies on one side or on the other. Why then should 
we be-so prone to adopt some strange new term? 

“Well, then, if we do not altogether like the 
term ‘Fundamentalism’ ‘lose though our fellow- 
ship is with those who do like that term—what term 
shall we actually choose? 


“* ‘Conservative’ does seem to be rather too cold. 
It is apt to create the impression that we are hold- 
ing desperately to something that is old just be- 
cause it is old, and that we are not eager for new 
and glorious manifestations of the Spirit of God. 


“ ‘Evangelical,’ on the other hand, although it is 
a fine term, does not quite seem to designate clearly 
enough the position of those who hold specifically 
to the system of doctrine taught in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, as distinguished from 
other systems which are near enough to the truth 
in order that they may be called ‘evangelical’ but 
which yet fall short of be.ng the system that is con- 
tained in God’s Word.” 


“Liberal” Or “Modernist” 


In referring to those who differ with us in mat- 
ters of doctrine, and who no longer hold to the 
commonly-called Conservative position in theology, 
the name “‘Liberal’’ is used often. In fact, those who 
are opposed to the Conservative position like very 
much to be referred to as “Liberals,’’ and they like 
to consider themselves as holding to “Liberalism” 
in matters of doctrine. 


But the term “Liberalism,” as it is used today, is 
both inaccurate and a misnomer. The word “Lib- 
eral,’’ as used in political matters as well as in ec- 
clesiastical matters, was once a noble and a re- 
spected term. But in recent years it has been so 
misused, in both the realm of politics and the realm 
of religion, that it no longer retains its forme: 
noble meaning. For instance, what passes as “Lib- 
eralism” in religion today is viewed as liberal only 
by its friends. To those of us who oppose it, ‘Lib- 
eralism” in theology, far from being truly liberal 
or broad, seems to involve a very narrow exclusion 
of many relevant facts essential to Christianity. In 
religion, as in politics, the word “Liberalism” has 
been so debased that it now often means something 
which is the exact opposite of what that once noble 
term originally meant. 


The word ‘‘Modernist,’”’ of which the so-called 
Liberals are not at all fond, is also a misnomer. 
For that which goes by the name of “‘Modernism”’ 
in theology at present is not really modern in any 
sense of the word. Far from being up-to-date or 
modern, that which is known in religion as “‘Mod- 
ernism”’ is well over a century old. And today much 
of it is regarded as out-of-date by many who once 
adhered to it. 


Sate Terms To Use 


It seems that no terms are entirely satisfactory, 
even those which are in current use among us. 


What, then, shall we call those in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church who hold to the full inspira- 
tion of the Bible and to the doctrinal viewpoint 
which is contained in the Westminster Standards? 
We shall continue to refer to them as Conserva- 
tives. 


How shall we refer to those Presbyterians who 
have departed from belief in the full inspiration of 
the Bible and from the doctrinal position which is 
outlined in the Westminster Standards? For want 
of better or more widely acceptable terms, we shall 
continue to refer to them as Liberals or Modernists. 


And if both sides in the current controversy will 
refrain from the use of such terms as “willful men” 
and “unscrupulous,”’ and from the use of such ex- 
pressions as “every tactic, good and bad, whether 
based on ignorance or prejudice, will be used,” 
then the present discussion of high doctrinal issues 
will not degenerate into a low contest of name- 
calling. 





Chain Reaction 


A woman wanted to help in a revival meeting. 
Her pastor asked her to pass out cards from house 
to house. At one house, a man said in response to 
her invitation to attend the meeting: “You don’t 
want me, I’m an actor.” She replied, “Our revival 
is for any who will come, and we would welcome 
you.” The man came, again and again. Finally he 
accepted Christ and, after a time entered the 
Christian ministry. That man was George C. 
Lorimer, one of the greatest preachers the world 
has known. 


Dr. Lorimer had a friend, and, after weeks of 
pleading, he won that friend to Jesus Christ. That 
friend was the great Baptist preacher Russell Con- 
well. —The Portland Trumpeter. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. William C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur 


Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 


A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, 
whereby we receive and rest upon him alone for 
salvation, as he is offered to us in the Gospel. 


Let us put this answer together with those to the 
thirtieth and thirty-first questions. Then we will 
see that faith is the work of the Holy Spirit Who 
persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus Christ, 
and also that in it we receive and rest upon Christ 
alone for salvation. The Gospel is God’s offer of 
Christ. The Holy Spirit effectually calls us to ac- 
cept Him. By the grace He gives we do accept 
Christ and this acceptance is our faith. 


The Bible sometimes calls faith a looking to the 
Divine Redeemer. ‘‘Look unto Me and be ye saved.” 
“Behold the Lamb of God.’’ Sometimes it is de- 
scribed as a coming to Christ. “Come unto Me all 
ye that labour.” “He that cometh to Me shall not 
hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never 
th.rst.” Again it is a receiving of Him. “As many 
as received Him to them gave He power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His 
name.” Finally it is a fleeing for refuge and a rest- 
ing or relying upon God our Saviour. Faith is as- 
senting to and approving of God’s way of saving 
us sinners. But this assent passes into personal 
trust. Faith is trust in a person. We accept the 
word of a man, we trust our friend to help us when 
we are in need. We bring our sick brother or sister 
and entrust him to our doctor. If we trust a friend, 
how much more ought we to trust the best friend a 
sinner ever had—the Saviour who died for sinners. 
We receive Christ and live in reliance upon Him 
alone for salvation. That is, we trust ourselves to 
Him believing that He and He alone can and will 
save us. 


It is not Christ and our efforts that saves. It is 
Christ alone. It is not Christ and the prayers of the 
Virgin Mary or of the saints. It is Christ alone. It 
is not Christ and the worship of the Church. It is 
Christ alone. It is not even Christ and faith, it is 
Christ alone who saves and faith is only trusting in 
Him alone to save us. “It is not thy joy in Christ 
that saves thee—it is Christ. It is not thy hold on 
Christ that saves thee—it is Christ. It is not thy 
assurance of salvation that saves thee—it is Christ. 
It is not even thy faith in Christ, though faith is 
the mean— it is Christ.’’ Faith is the empty hand of 
the beggar that putteth on Christ for justification. 
“The principal acts of saving faith are accepting, 
receiving and resting upon Christ alone for justi- 
fication, sanctification and eternal Lfe, by virtue 
0: the covenant of grace.” 





Q. 87. What is repentance unto life? 


A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, 
whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, 
and apprehension of. the mercy of God in Christ, 
do.h, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it 
unto God w.th full purpose of, and endeavor after, 
new obedience. 


..- Georgia 


Repentance is a change from the mind of self to 
the mind of Christ. As one turns to God in Christ 
he turns from sin. Faith and repentance are thus 
two sides of one act. “Repentance is the act of a 
believer; and faith is the act of a penitent. So that 
whoever believes repents, and whoever repents be- 
lieves.” (C. Hodge). 


Jesus came preaching: “Repent ye, and believe 
the Gospel.” “This is the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve on Him Whom He hath sent.” “Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” He told the dis- 
ciples that ‘“‘repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name among all nations.’’ Peter 
declared that God had exalted Christ a Prince and 
a Saviour to give repentance and the remission of 
sins. Paul testified “repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Repentance unto life is distinguished from a 
mere outward change or a momentary regret or 
remorse. True repentance is a change of heart, 
wrought by the Holy Spirit. He renews our wills so 
that we freely come to God asking His forgiveness. 
When the Holy Spirit brings a sinner face to face 
with the Holy God, he cries with Job: “I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now 
mine eye seeth Thee: wherefore I abhor myself 
and repent in dust and ashes.” 


The Spirit sheds abroad the love of God in our 
hearts. He shows us God’s own love in that Christ 
died for the ungodly. In this way He enables us to 
apprehend, or to lay hold on, or to understand the 
mercy of God in Christ. In the light of the loving- 
kindness of God sin looks worse than anywhere 
else. I have sinned against the God who so loved 
me as to die for me in Christ. ““When this amazing 
love is fully comprehended and distinctly realized, 
the stoutest heart of the proudest sinner will yield 
to its mighty influence. Love is the talisman by 
which God subdues the sinner’s heart and gains 
his supreme affection. Let h.m firmly believe and 
strongly realize that Jesus was indeed the Lamb of 
God slain for the sins of the world, and that it was 
Love, almighty Love, which occasioned the awful 
sacrifice, and he will bow his soul in the depths of 
humility and give his heart to God.” (Thornwell). 





Wings For The Soul 


Try Peace 


“‘Anxiety and worry are the friction of the soul, 
irritating, d sorganizing, and wearing out the deli- 
cate machinery of life. They dim the brightness and 
sour the sweetness of what might otherwise be the 
happiest life. They repel sympathy, alienate friend- 
ship, and destroy love. They are productive of no 
good, and work only evil, both to self and others. 


“But is there no remedy? Listen! ‘Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusteth in thee.’ ‘Great peace have 
they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend 
them’,”’ —Selected. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Jan. 15: Fellowship 
In The Early Church 


Scripture: Acts 2:42 - 5:42. Devotional Reading: 
Hebrews 11:23-26, 32-34. Our Devotional Reading 
from Hebrews 11, is, as usual, very suggestive. The 
basis of Fellowship is Faith: a common faith in a 
common God and Saviour. This fellowship is 
strengthened, cemented, by affliction and persecu- 
tion. The Old Testament heroes of Faith had their 
share of trials, afflictions, persecutions. There is 
nothing which unites people like suffering in a com- 
mon cause. Ask any soldier if this is not true. When 
a regiment goes through a baptism of fire it has a 
basis for fellowship which it never felt before. This 
is true of the Church: seasons of persecution bring 
believers together. 


The Early Church had a common Faith and also 
its burden of suffering. Its splendid spirit of fellow- 
ship grew out of these two things united with a 
burning love for each other. The Saviour suffered 
and they counted it joy that they could suffer for 
His sake. When the Church is prospering and has 
peace, it often loses this sense of oneness and be- 
gins to have divisions and quarrels. 


In our Lesson the idea of having all things com- 
mon and sharing with each other in the matter of 
distribution of goods is the predominant note in 
the Printed Texts. I would like for us to see, how- 
ever, if there were not some underlying principles 
and elements which accounted for this outward ex- 
pression of fellowship. It seems to me that there 
has to be unity of mind and heart before we can 
have a real sharing of material possessions. If this 
does not exist, then the other will soon be aban- 
doned. In fact, this mutual sharing was given up 
and another system inaugurated, and we find Paul 
urging that special offerings be taken for the saints 
at Jerusalem. Even in as perfect a Church as this 
was there were abuses which spoiled the picture 
and the tragic deaths of Ananias and Sapphira 
show one of the reasons why this “Community 
Life” was abandoned for a more practical system. 
—_— this outward expression of Fellowship we 

nd: 


I. Oneness Of Belief: 2:42; 4:32. How can two 
walk together except they be agreed? These early 
Christians were of ‘fone accord,’’ of one mind: the 
doctrine, or teaching of the apostles bound them 
together. If part of these Christians had been 
“‘Modernists,” or Unitarians, not believing in a 
Divine Saviour or His Resurrection, then there 
could have been no sweet fellowship. Today we talk 
a great deal about “Church Union.’’ Where two 
churches believe alike, then such a union might be 
of value, if there are other reasons for this union, 
but it is folly to try to bring about real union 
where there is disagreement in fundamental doc- 
trines. It is far better to remain separate. There is 
always more or less wrangling when people who 
believe differently pretend to act together. This is 
the fundamental weakness of the United Nations 
Assembly, and the reason for such bitter quarrels. 


We have in this body of men and women a con- 
glomeration of people who believe differently about 
almost everything. They cannot unite in prayer, 


because there are atheists, and idolaters and apos- 


tate Christians, as well as some real ones, we hope. 
We are trying to unite at least two diametrically 
opposed idealogies, and it simply will not work. 


These Early Christians thought alike; therefore 
they could act together. They had one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptism (that of the Holy Spirit), one 
God and Father of all Who was above all and 
through all and in them all. We see over and over 
again this oneness of Belief. 


II. Oneness Of Sacraments: 2:41; 2:46. These 
two Sacraments were Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per (Breaking of bread seems to refer to this). 
There is something about these which binds be- 
lievers together, as in the case of the Protestant 
Church. There are so many divergent views as to 
the mode and meaning of water baptism, and the 
meaning of the Lord’s Supper, that these two are 
a means of separation rather than unity in many 
cases. World Communion Sunday is an effort to 
stress the unity of the Church, but when we con- 
sider the vast difference between, for instance, the 
‘“‘Mass” and the simple service of some Protestant 
Church, we can easily see that there is no real 
unity. This was not the case, however, in the Early 
Church, and these two Sacraments were a bond of 
fellowship. 


III. Oneness Of Love: 2:45; 4:34. It was love 
that led them to do what these verses describe. It 
was a common saying among the heathen: ‘See 
how these Christians love one another.’’ Now, Chris- 
tian Love covers a multitude of sins. We do not see 
the faults of our fellow Christians when we love 
them. 


They had been taught to “love one another” by 
the Master, and the apostles were constantly em- 
phasizing this. John was the Apostle of Love and 
his comphrase was: “Little children, love one an- 
other.” Paul was especially zealous for this love. 
The greatest Hymn of Love ever penned is found 
in I Cor. 18. When all the members of the Church 
love one another as these Christians did, then we 
will need no outward church organization, for we 
will be “fone” in the sense in which our Saviour 
prayed in Chapter 17 of John: “They may all be 
one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee.” 


It was love that led those who had possessions to 
sell them and bring the money and lay it at the 
Apostle’s feet. Barnabas, the son of consolation, or 
encouragement, was a shining example of this un- 
selfish love. We can see by contrast that when love 
is absent, only a selfish motive led to pretended 
generosity and sharing, as in the case of Ananias 
and Sapphira. Their death was a sharp warning, 
and “great fear’’ fell on the Church. 


IV. There Was Oneness Of Witnessing: 4:33. 
This, indeed, was the great work of the Early 
Church. Not only did the Apostles witness, but 
‘they that were scattered abroad went everywhe1 
preaching (or talking) the Word.” If our modern 
Church had this zeal for witnessing there would be 
a much closer and finer fellowship. They had tw 
great facts which they firmly believed and fear- 
lessly proclaimed: that Christ died for their sins; 
and that He rose again from the dead. These tw: 


profound and yet simple doctrines become the 
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‘foci’ of their preaching. (See Paul in I Cor. 
15:3,4). 


There was a freshness and reality to their life 
which made this witnessing a most powerful means 
of spreading the Gospel. They knew by personal 
experience the presence of Christ and they pro- 
claimed, not what someone told them, but that 
which they thus knew. 


V. Oneness Of Miraculous Power: 5:12-16. There 
are certain periods in the history of God’s people 
when miracles are inevitable. The time of Moses 
and the battle with the false gods of Egypt was 
such a time; again, in the time of Elijah and Elisha, 
and very naturally when our Lord was on earth 
and during these early days of the Church. At such 
times there is special need for God’s representatives 
to have “credentials” in order that people might 
believe them. Jesus said: “Believe me for the very 
work’s sake.’”’ When there was no further need for 
these attestations they stopped. Some people con- 
tend that the only reason we do not have miracles 
today is lack of faith, and there is some truth in 
this, for I feel sure that we would at least see 
more manifestations of His power to save—which 
is one of the greatest miracles—if we had more 
faith. The kind of miracles performed by Christ 
and the Apostles are extraordinary works of God 
and He does not use these when the ordinary means 
suffice. 


VI. Oneness Of Prayer-Life: 4:23-30. The Holy 
Spirit came after a ten days’ prayer meeting, and 
‘‘prayers’’ was one of the things they continued to 
do. (2:42). There is nothing which binds people to- 
gether like uniting their hearts in prayer for a 
definite object. Later in Acts we find the Church 
praying for the release of Peter, or at least pray- 
ing for him while he is in prison. (Acts 12:5). 


VII. Oneness Of Persecution: The same classes 
of religious leaders opposed the Church that had 
opposed and persecuted Jesus. Later the Roman 
Government took a hand in this persecution. This 
always makes for Fellowship. 


Back of all these things was the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 





Lesson For Jan. 22: The First 
Christian Martyr 


Scripture: Acts 6:1 - 8:4. Devotional Reading: 
I Peter 1:3-9. It would do us all good to read some 
pages from Fox’s Book of Martyrs every now and 
then to refresh our minds on this phase of Church 
History. God’s servants have suffered much at the 
hands of the world, and even more, strange to say, 
at the hands of an apostate and cold-blooded 
Church. Remember it was the Jewish Church which 
put Christ to death, and it has been a Church which 
has persecuted Christians. 


Our Saviour is the supreme example of suffer- 
ing. His suffering being vicarious is unique, en- 
tirely different from the suffering of ordinary 
martyrs. He told the disciples very plainly that they 
must expect persecution and suffering: “If they 
have persecuted me, they will persecute you also.” 


Peter has a great deal to say about suffering: 
“If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed.” In our Devotional Reading (I Peter 
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1:3-9), he tells us of the Believer’s inheritance and 
also of the trial of his faith. This world is often an 
exceedingly dangerous place for the sincere Chris- 
tian. We, today, do not seem to fully realize the 
menace of Communism which is sweeping like a 
terrible scourge over Asia and a large part of Eu- 
rope. Atheism and hatred of the Church are the 
two outstanding marks of this system. There may 
come days of tribulation for the Church far worse 
than anything we have experienced up to this time. 
May God give us grace not to deny the faith, if 
such days should come upon the earth! 


We are studying in our lesson about the First 
Christian Martyr and a convenient way of dividing 
the lesson might be: (1) Stephen, the Deacon; (2) 
Preacher; (3) The Martyr; (4) The Seed-sower. 


I. Stephen - The Deacon: Acts 6:1-8. These verses 
tell of the election and ordination of the first seven 
deacons of the Christian Church. 


Since “they had all things common” there was 
need for distribution of the goods brought into the 
common “pool.” The apostles saw that the business 
side of the Church would soon take all their time 
and that they would be so burdened that they could 
not attend to the all-important work of “prayer 
and ministry of the Word.” 


Let us notice the qualifications of these men: 
“Seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Spirit, and wisdom.” Here are the qualities we are 
to look for in our deacons. We are apt to think 
that preachers and elders are to be spiritually- 
minded men, but deacons need only to be good 
business men. The office of deacon requires the 
very highest type of spirituality combined with two 
other qualifications, honesty and wisdom. 


It is a striking fact that of these seven men, two 
became great preachers; one, the first martyr; and 
the other a successful “evangelist.” It would be 
hard to find, even among the apostles, two better 
men that Philip and Stephen. Stephen soon became 
known as a man full of faith (R. V. grace) and 
power, who did wonders among the people. To him 
was vouchsafed the same miracle-working power as 
had been given to the apostles. 


II. Stephen - The Preacher: Acts 6:9 - 7:53. The 
adversaries of the Church soon selected Stephen as 
their target and some of their best debaters dis- 
puted with him. As is so often the case in a debate, 
the defeated party becomes angry and determined 
to silence his opponent regardless of the method 
employed. They were not able to resist the wisdom 
with which he spoke, so they suborned men who 
brought against him the most serious charges of 
blaspheming Moses and God. So they stirred up the 
people and elders and scribes and came upon him 
and caught him and brought him to the council. 
Here false witnesses gave their testimony. 


In the midst of this mob thirsting for his blood, 
Stephen stood: ‘“‘And all that sat in the council, 
looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had 
been the face of an angel.’’ Men with any reason 
about them, not to say, fairness, would have been 
constrained to stop at this point. 


Chapter 7 is mainly the account of Stephen’s 
masterly speech and defense, or sermon, before 
this mob. It is an excellent resume of the history 
of Israel from the time of Abraham to that day. 
After passing swiftly over the history of Israel 
down to the time of Moses, he dwells more at 
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length on their great law-giver because here is the 
point and purpose of his speech, i.e., to prove two 
facts: (1) That Moses was refused and rejected by 
his people, and yet in spite of this rejection was 
made ruler and deliverer: “This Moses whom they 
refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge? The same God sent to be a ruler and de- 
liverer.”” He brought them out of Egypt. (2) That 
Moses prophesied of Christ saying: ‘‘A prophet 
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me.” 


Then he reminds them of their disobedience and 
idolatry. Verse 51 seems to be caused by what he 
saw in the faces of those to whom he was speaking, 
for he suddenly charges them with being stiff- 
necked, and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers 
did, so do ye.”” He charges them with being the be- 
trayers and murderers of the Righteous One. It 
was an able and courageous speech and it ought to 
have made these men realize their sin, but the 
effect was opposite. 


III. Stephen - The Martyr: 7:54-60. The effect 
of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost was that 
“they were pricked in their hearts and cried out, 
men and brethren, what shall we do? There wa 
conviction followed by conversion. 


The effect of Stephen’s speech was: “They wer‘ 
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with 
their teeth.” The sermon of Peter worked repent- 
ance and salvation: the speech of Stephen worked 
anger and madness and murder. The Gospel is a 
savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. 
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What Stephen now said angered them still more: 
“Behold I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing on the right hand of God.” Then they 
cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears 
and ran upon him with one accord and stoned him. 


Three striking incidents remain: (1) “The wit- 
nesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s 
feet, whose name was Saul.” (2) His triumphant 
death: two things he said, first, Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit; and second, Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge. How like the words of the Saviour: 
Father, forgive them for they know not what they 
do! (3) He fell asleep; what a beautiful way of 
describing the death of a Christian: “Asleep in 
Jesus, blessed sleep, from which no one wakes to 
weep. 


IV. Stephen - The Seed-sower: 8:1-4. The blood 
of the Martyrs is the seed of the Church. This has 
been true of many martyrs, like Huss and thousands 
who perished in the bloody days preceding the Re- 
formation: it is pre-eminently true of the first one. 
We wish to notice two results of his death. 


“And Saul.’’ Most students of the Bible feel, I 
believe, that the death of Stephen made a very 
profound impression on Saul. As we saw, he was 
present, gave his consent to his stoning, and kept 
the clothes of those who stoned him. He saw the 
face of Stephen, as the face of an angel, heard the 
triumphant words which Stephen uttered, and the 
forgiving prayer he offered for those who were 
stoning him. All of this must have started him 
thinking, for Saul of Tarsus was a thinking man, 
and although for a time he seemed to increase his 
activity and madness in persecuting the Christians, 
there must have been some doubts in his mind 
about the rightness of the course he was pursuing. 


“Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the word. The death of Ste- 
phen was the occasion for a widespread wave of 
bitter persecution in an effort to stamp out the 
new-born Church. It was this persecution which 
arose about Stephen which scattered these be- 
lievers, and it was like scattering fire; everywhere 
a spark fell a new flame was kindled. 

So the death of Stephen resulted in good for the 
Church. God makes the wrath of man to praise 
Him. It is this way sometimes on a mission field; a 
man dying soon after he reaches his field often 
leads to many others going to take his place. 





Lesson For Jan. 29: Unto 
All Men 


Scripture: Acts 8:4 - 11:18. Devotional Reading: 
Romans 3:21-30. “‘Is he the God of the Jews only? 
is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also.” “Unto all and upon all that believe: for 
there is no difference (distinction): For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God; being 
justified freely by his grace through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus.” All have the same 
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But it took the Jewish Church a good long time 
to fully realize this truth: in fact some never were 
reconciled completely to the idea that Gentiles 
could be saved without first becoming Jews and 
observing the Jewish Law. It looked as though the 
Church was going to settle down at Jerusalem and 
fail to carry out—or even attempt to carry out— 
the marching orders of her Commander: to go into 
all the world and carry the Gospel to every crea- 
ture. Dr. Johnson, who taught Church History at 
Union Seminary when I was there, used to say that 
God had to use a whip occasionally on a lazy and 
indifferent Church: this whip was Persecution. In 
Acts 8:4 we have these words: “Therefore they that 
were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching 
(talking) the word. It was persecution that scat- 
tered the Christians out from Jerusalem and made 
them go where they had not seemingly been will- 
ing to go before. 


In our Lesson we have the spread of the Gospel 
to Samaria, Ethiopia (through the Ethiopian led 
to Christ by Philip), and to the Roman Cornelius 
(what is sometimes called the Gentile Pentecost), 
and the Conversion of Saul of Tarsus, who was to 
become the great Apostle to the Gentiles. 


I. Samaria: Acts 8:5-25. (1) Philip goes down to 
the city of Samaria. Philip, as we know, was one 
of the seven deacons chosen by the Church. 


The Samaritans were a mixed race, sprung from 
the intermarriage of the Jews left in the land at 
the captivity, and immigrants sent over by the king 
of Assyria. They were despised by the pure Jews 
who would have no dealings with them. We would 
do well to refresh our minds by reading the fourth 
chapter of John, 1-42, and see the cordial response 
of these Samaritans to the teaching of Jesus after 
the Woman of Samaria had been led to accept Him 
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as the Messiah. The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
shows what Jesus thought of some of these people. 


Philip received a wonderful welcome from these 
same people and many miraclels were performed, 
“and there was great joy in that city.” The seem- 
ingly genuine conversion of Simon Magus, and his 
attempt to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit, thus call- 
ing down upon him the severe rebuke of Peter, is 
most interesting. (We get our word “simony” from 
this incident). 


(2) So great was the revival in Samaria that it 
attracted the attention of the Church at Jerusalem 
and Peter and John were sent down to investigate 
and help in the work. On their arrival the Holy 
Spirit was given, attesting the work of the dis- 
ciples, and putting the stamp of divine approval 
upon it. 


II. The Ethiopian Eunuch: Acts 8:26-40. Again 
Phillip is the man God used. The Lord said to him: 
“Get up and go, and he got up and went.” For an 
example of implicit and unhesitating obedience this 
is one of the best illustrations in the Bible. It was 
an unusual command and many a man would have 
demurred and hesitated. Philip was doing a great 
work in Samaria: it was pioneer work which he 
started; why call him away from this successful 
work and send him to a lonely desert. trail? His 
obedience was richly rewarded. God knows where 
He needs workers. 


An Ethiopian of great authority under Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, was returning from Jeru- 
salem, sitting in his chariot reading from the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah. (By the way, we have here another 
proof of the single authorship of the prophecy of 
Isaiah). The passage he was reading was from 
Isaiah 52 and 53, the Messianic chapters which tell 
in such a clear way about the vicarious sufferings 
of Christ. The Lord spoke to Philip directing him to 
join himself to the chariot. This he did and asked, 
understandeth thou what thou readest? Philip be- 
gan at this place and preached unto him Jesus. 
Many another preacher has begun with these rich 
chapters and preached Jesus to lost men: this is a 
good place to begin: ‘“‘All we like sheep have gone 
astray ... He hath laid upon Him the iniquity of 
us all.” 


So we see that God had a wise reason for taking 
Philip away from Samaria and sending him to this 
desert road. The Scripture had prophesied that 
Ethiopia should stretch out her hand to God, and 
we have the conversion of one of the “‘key men” 
of that country. 


III. The Conversion Of Saul Of Tarsus: 9:1-31. 
At first sight this looks like a break in the con- 
tinuity of the story of the spread of the Gospel, 
“Unto All Men,” but it is not. 


There was vital need for someone of a different 
caliber, both mentally and spiritually, from the 
regular apostles, to become God’s spokesman to the 
Gentile world. None of the others—even Peter— 
seemed to measure up in broadness of heart and 
mind, for this supreme task. It would take an extra- 
ordinary Jew, a giant both in intellect and in love 
to do this work. 


Saul seemed the last man in the world who would 
do such a thing, for he was the leader on the other 
side, a persecutor and a hater of Christians. And 
yet he was qualified for the place both by training 
and disposition, if he could be turned around in his 
mad career. He had to be changed from foe to 





friend, from a mad persecutor to a zealous pro- 
claimer of the Good News; from an unbeliever to 
a man of faith. Only God could bring about such a 
change. 


Chapter 9 gives us this marvellous and miracu- 
lous transformation. Next to the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, this is the 
most important and significant event in Early 
Church History. We would have little of the Book 
of Acts after Chapter 12 if Saul had not been con- 
verted, and little of the New Testament, if he had 
not been the writer of the great Epistles. The 
story of his conversion is so familiar and oft- 
repeated that it has become well known to us all. 
Paul never tires of relating it before councils and 
governors, and kings: it is his best defense and 
sermon. 


IV. Peter And Cornelius: 10:1 - 11:18. If Paul 
was to become the great Apostle to the Gentiles, 
still the honor of first opening the door was re- 
served for Peter. This shows again the infinite wis- 
dom of God. 


It was no easy matter to constrain Peter to open 
the door. Did his experiences in the house of Simon 
the tanner, and at Lydda and Joppa (See 9:32-43) 
prepare him for his broader work in Chapter 10? 
Perhaps Peter’s mind was clearing up somewhat 
and his Jewish prejudices beginning to weaken. 


First, we have the vision of Cornelius. He was 
one of those remarkable centurions who are con- 
spicuous in the Gospels and Acts, a soldier who 
was a seeker after truth. God always rewards such 
men. If any man lives up to the light he possesses, 
then further light will be given. But let us see 
clearly that further light is necessary. Cornelius is 
not a saved man because he prays and gives alms: 
he is only saved when he hears about and accepts 
Christ. God goes to great pains, however, to lead 
him to full light. As usual, the messenger is an- 
other man. The angel did not tell the Gospel story: 
this was left for Peter. 


Second, we have the remarkable vision of Peter. 
(Read and study in 9-18). 


Third, we have the meeting of the two men and 
the Gentile Pentecost. Verse 33 is a fine verse to 
remember: ‘‘Now therefore are we all here present 
before God, to hear all things that are commanded 
thee of God.” If all preachers had such a well- 
prepared congregation, there would be more meet- 
ings like this one Peter preached, the Holy Ghost 
fell on all them which heard the word; they were 
baptized with water, symbolizing the real baptism 
which they had already experienced. Who could 
forbid water that they should not be baptized? 


Fourth, we have Peter’s report and defense, for 
he had to defend himself against “‘they that were of 
the circumcision.”’ This satisfied the brethren for 
the time being: “When they heard these things, 
they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted re- 
pentance unto life.” 





Surprises In Heaven 


It has been said that there will be three things 
which will surprise us when we get to heaven—one, 
to find many whom we did not expect to find there; 
another, to find some not there whom we had 
expected; a third, and perhaps the greatest wonder, 
to find ourselves there! Dwight L. Moody, in 
Volume II of Great Pulpit Masters (Revell). 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For January 


Jan. 22: Seven Stars 
Jan. 29: A Second Chance In Japan 


Introduction 


Our last two programs for January have to do 
with present-day Japan. The first is based on the 
study booklet, “Seven Stars,” by Toru Matsumoto. 
This is a personal account of the experiences of 
seven Japanese schoolmates from different kinds of 
homes and positions in society and from varying 
religious backgrounds. The seven boys were bound 
together in school days with unbreakable ties, and 
the story of the book takes them through the war 
years, revealing their social, economic and relig- 
ious reactions to the culture and thinking of the 
new Japan. 


The second program is designed to show how we 
missed the boat when the first opportunity came to 
enter Japan in the latter part of the last century, 
and points out that now we have our second chance 
to Evangelize Japan. The study book, “Japan Be- 
gins Again,” by William C. Kerr, will help acquaint 
us With modern-day Japan. 


It is good for us to study the situation in 
modern-day mission lands but as we study we must 
be very careful that we do not become so occupied 
with that which is timely and temporal that we lose 
that which is timeless and eternal. I remember dur- 
ing the war how a layman rose in a meeting of 
Presbytery and said that the way the Japanese had 
entered the war proved that our missionary invest- 
ment in Japan had been wasted and that our re- 
sponsibility was ended. A veteran missionary who 
had given his life to Japan, rose and with tears in 
his voice said: “I think I could prove to you that 
our investments had not been wasted in Japan, but 
that is not the point. The point is, God said, ‘Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel.’ As long 
as there is one soul that has not heard, ours is the 
responsibility to go, come what may, cost what it 
will.” 


If we begin to let the current timeliness of 
Japanese need become our main motive for mis- 
sions, we lose the timeless motive which is to 
preach the gospel. 


In order that we may keep this timeliness at the 
center of our thinking and worship we should work 
into each of our programs that we build from the 
study books, a careful and earnest concentration 
on the great missionary passages of the Bible. We 
are here suggesting two passages, one of which 
might be used as the study center for each of the 
two programs: 


MISSIONS IN THE BIBLE 
A: In The Old Testament 
1. The Call of Abraham. Genesis 11:27 - 12:4. 


I. When the Call Came. Acts 7:1. (1) In worldly 
prosperity. Ur of Chaldees. Euphrates valley - fer- 


tile, commercial, wealthy. (2) In Spiritual Ignor- 
ance. Worshipped moon - human sacrifice. 


Il. How the Call Came. Lord said. (1) Don’t 
Know - proved by fruit. (2) Of God - only three 
monotheistic religions in world and all have come 
from Abraham. 


III. What the Call Involved. (1) Entire separa- 
tion - by faith. Verse 1 - went out not knowing 
whither he went. (2) A promised possession. Verses 
2-3. (a) Great Nation. Verse 2a. (b) Great Bless- 
ing. Varse 2b. (c) Great Providence. Verse 3a. (d) 
Great Influence - world-wide. Verse 3b through 
(1) Israel. (a) Deposit of truth. (b) National wit- 
ness. (c) Line for Messiah. (2) Christ Himself. 
Matt. 1:1. (3) Believers. Matt. 28; Gal. 3:6-9. (a) 
Faith. Gen. 15:1-6. (b) Action. Gen. 26:1-5. 


[V. How the call was received: Gen. 12:1. Now. 
11:31-382; Gen. 12:4. 


B: In The New Testament 


1. The Great Commission. Matt. 28 :16-20. (a) 
All power. (b) All nations. (c) All things for 
Evangelism and Education. (d) Always. 


2. The Great Definition. Acts 1:1-11. (a) Nature 
of Missions. Verses 1-2. Risen Christ acting through 
sent one. (b) Preparation for Missions. Verses 3-5. 
Baptism of Holy Spirit. (c) Attitude toward Mis- 
sions. Verses 6-7. Matt. 21:43; Acts 15:14-18. (d) 
Power for Missions. Verses 8-9. (1) Nature. Spir- 
itual. (2) Source. Holy Spirit. (3) Use. Witness. 
(4) Field. Whole World. 


3. The Great Fulfillment. (a) Jerusalem. (b) An- 
tioch. Controversy. (c) Ephesus. Lost love. (d) 
Rome. Organization. (e) Europe. (f) England. 
Amerca? (We product of foreign missions). 


Refresher Course On Missions 


1. Every book in the New Testament was written 
by a foreign missionary. 

2. Every letter in the New Testament that was 
written to an individual was written to a convert 
of a foreign missionary. 


3. Every Epistle in the New Testament that was 
written to a church was written to a foreign mis- 
sionary church. 


4. The disciples were called Christians first in a 
foreign missionary community. 


5. Of the twelve apostles chosen by Jesus, every 
apostle except one became a missionary. 


6. The only one among the twelve apostles who 
did not become a missionary became a traitor. 


7. The problems which arose in the early church 
were largely questions of missionary procedure. 

8. According to the apostles, missionary service 
is the highest expression of Christian life. 

9. The first message of the risen Lord was a mis- 
sionary message. (John 20:17). 


10. The first command of the risen Lord to His 
disciples was a missionary command. (John 20:21). 
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11. The second coming of Christ is to be has- 
tened by missionary work. (Matt. 24:14). 


12. Our Saviour’s last words on earth were a 
missionary command. (Matt. 28:19). 
13. The last words of the departing Saviour 


should have first place in the lives of His followers. 
(Matt. 6:33). 


Are you a missionary? Christ is counting 
on you! 





Suggestions 


Prepare your program around a study of the 
scripture lesson. Use some of the great mission 
hymns of the Church and have different ones ex- 
plain the scripture lesson, then use the material 
from the study books to illustrate the need for the 
truth of the scriptures. Keep ever uppermost in 
your program the great unchanging, timeless affir- 
mation of the Christian faith and gospel. 











Church Woman’s Calendar 
January 1949 

Jan. 1-31: Major part of the Foreign Mission Study 
Season. 

Jan. 29-31: Days in the Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for Foreign Missions. 

Circle Program: Bible Study, “‘The Pathway Of His 
Passion.” John 18,19. 

Monthly Emphasis: Foreign Missions. 

General Program: Theme, “One In Christ.” 

Important to Local Organization: Nominating Com- 
mittee appointed. 





For Supplementary Reading on Japan: Lumpy. 
This is a compilation of tales and letters written by 
Miss Estelle Lumpkin, a missionary of our Church 
for many years in Japan. The foreword was written 
by a fellow-missionary, Harry H. Bryan, and the 
compiling was done by another missionary friend, 
Miss Leila G. Kirtland. Only the uninitiated ever 
speak of “Miss Lumpkin”’; she is “‘Lumpy” to the 
majority of people. In this short book (56 pages) 
one will find unusual and interesting facts about 
life in Japan and the work of one missionary who 
is now spending her retirement years in the home 
of devoted Japanese friends. $1.00 each postpaid. 
Ten or more to same address, 75 cents each. The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





STUDYING WORLD MISSIONS 
Jan. 1 - Feb. 5, 1950 


The study books recommended for adults to use 
during this special season are Japan Begins Again, 
by William C. Kerr, and Which Way Japan? by 
Shadlock. A very lovely book to use for supple- 
mentary information is Songs From The Land Of 
Dawn, by Kagawa and other Japanese poets. Still 
another is Lumpy, a short book compiled by Miss 
Leila C. Kirtland, from letters written by Miss 
Estelle Lumpkin, and other sources giving infor- 
mation about Miss Lumpkin. This last book is quite 
interesting and many want to use it for supple- 
mentary information. 


This book may be purchased from The Southern 


Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. $1.00 per 
copy postpaid. Ten or more copies at 75c each. 


In addition to the books for adults there are 
other books suggested for young people, for Pio- 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


neers, Juniors, Primaries, and Beginners. These are 
listed on a folder from the Educational Depart- 
ment, Board of World Missions, Box 330, Nashville, 
Tenn. Maps and other helpful material that will 
make a study season interesting and effective may 
be secured from that address. 


The January issue of Presbyterian Women car- 
ried to every local president, Women of the 
Church, several pieces of material giving informa- 
tion about the Study Season, suggestions for audio- 
visual aids, and general plans for a Church Scheol 
of Missions. 

A very interesting book listed among books for 
various age groups is The Seven Stars, by Toru 
Matsumoto, the story of seven young men who 
banded together when they were in high school to 
form a close union of friendship and fellowship. 
The various changes in their lives record the 
changes in Japan during those few short years that 
are covered in this book. Young people will find it 
most interesting, and adults also (at least some 
adults have found it so!) 





Put Yourself In Their Place 
How simple to find a Bible in the U.S. But 
consider our friends of other lands. Here are just 
a few of their letters, all from Germany. 


Last night I read the Gospel of Luke from 
beginning to end . Yesterday I received a 
wonderful copy of the Holy Bible sent to me from 
your Geneva office in Switzerland without a letter 
of advice. I suppose the sending of that excellent 
copy of the Bible to me is your answer to my letter 
of three months ago. 


Last night I read the Gospel according to St. 
Luke from the beginning to the end. What a 
stirring story! I was deeply moved, as always when 
reading the Gospel. 


Let me thank you, gentlemen, for your kind 
and friendly action. The book you sent me means 
a treasure to me. I must confess I am in love with 
it. May God the Lord bless you for what you have 
done for me! 


With best wishes and warmest regards, I am, 
Max Schwarz, Breme, Germany. 


Mostly I must say, “I can’t help you” ... Just 
a few lines to thank you so much for sending us 
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Bibles and Testaments printed in German. I am a 
deaconess and am working as a church sister. It is 
very difficult in our parish. We lost everything 
through bombing. Children very often ask me for 
a Bible because they have none at home. Mostly I 
must say, “I can’t help you.” But now I am so 
glad to help a few children. We had lately some 
from the Hilfswerk. And so I would like to thank 
you and the Christians in America for the children 
who received one. Sister Gertrud Grothaus, Buer- 
Scholven, Germany. 


The youngsters do want to see and read the Old 
Testament . . . By your kindness we could get a 
wonderful gift. Rev. Mr. Jones came one day and 
gave us 900 New Testaments. We are very thank- 
ful indeed for these because in our schools, for 
instance, it is very difficult to deliver our lectures, 
as there are no New Testaments or Bibles at all. 
During my long captivity in Canada as a prisoner 
of war I learned the kindness and the fine fellow- 
ship of the American Churches .Now I am very 
much pleased that this wonderful feeling of fellow- 
ship in Christ did not end on the American Con- 
tinent, but is as strong as ever. The call for Old 
Testament or the whole Bible is very loud in 
Germany today. The youngsters do want to see and 
to read this Old Testament, insulted again and 
again by the Nazis. It becomes an “interesting” 
book. Accept, please, my best thanks. Hams-Joachim 
Thilo, Berlin, Germany. 


An old mother wept for joy ... You have sent 
us Bibles and New Testaments. Our people have 
very great hunger for these books. An old mother 
wept, when she received a Bible from us. She has 
wept for joy. God bless you and all the brothers 
for the love, what you have done for us, that we 
can distribute the love of our Lord in your Bibles. 
Faithfully! Hans Matthiessen, Ratzeburg, Germany. 


They stubbornly fight to save their souls . . 

I wish to let you know that I have received 324 
copies of the Ukrainian Bible from the American 
Bible Society, donated by the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The 
Bible is in great demand among the exiles. This 
supply will greatly diminish the demand of these 
spiritually hungry people. The churches of all 
denominations, except the Catholic, co-operate with 
us in distribution of the Holy Scripture. In Augs- 
burg an Orthodox priest takes care of the office. 
Some of the Bibles are distributed by the book- 
stores. We try to get voluntary workers in different 
camps for the same purpose. Practically all of the 
exiles have lost all their earthly possessions, but 
they fight stubbornly to save their souls. Therefore 
they greatly appreciate the spiritual food they find 
in the Word of God, and on their behalf I express 
deep gratitude to our Christian friends for their 
valuable donations. Rev. Basil Kusiv. From Bible 
Society Record, October, 1949. 





Christmas And Other Greeting 
Cards Wanted By Missionaries 
The missionaries in some of our fields are glad 
to have used Christmas and other greeting cards. 
They can be used in school and Sunday Schools, as 
special awards, and often are framed and used as 
pictures in homes. 


Cards picturing the Christmas story are of 
special value. However, those showing only the 
mother and child should not be sent to Latin 
American countries. Comic cards or those not 





having pictures cannot be used at all. Cards to be 
sent should be removed from the envelope but 
should not be cut. 


It is best to send small lots of cards to several 
missionaries rather than sending all the cards to any 
one missionary. Cards can be used in almost un- 
limited quanity in all of our Brazil missions. Korea 
can also use a large quanity of cards. If cards are 
being sent to Japan it is best to send small amounts 
over a period of time because of lack of storage 
space. A limited number of cards can be used in our 
Africa Mission. Our other fields can not use cards 
so it is best to send them only to these fields that 
are named. Addresses of missionaries to which to 
send cards may be found in The Presbyterian Sur- 
vey, every other issue. 


Of greater value than cards are the picture 
leaflets used in the nursery, kindergartens and 
primary departments. These can be used on all our 
fields. Send them in small packages marking on the 
outside the nature of the contents. 


When sending cards or leaflets please follow the 
shipping instructions: 


To Brazil: Send bundles of two pounds or less 
well wrapped and firmly tied or in heavy mailing 
envelopes. Send as second class matter and mark 
plainly: Printed Matter—No Value. Impressos-Sem 
Valor. Do not send parcel post, as duty is exorbi- 
tant. Do not register. 


To Japan: Wrap carefully in small packages. 
Customs declarations No Value is required. Send 
to address as listed in Survey, not to postoffice 
address. 


To Korea: Packages of any size may be sent by 
parcel post. 





Good News For Local Churches 


The Assembly’s Training School, through its de- 
partment of field work, is making available to a 
limited number of churches each summer as sort 
of apprentice directors of religious education, the 
young women of the Training School who have 
completed their first year of training at the Rich- 
mond Institution. These young women are available 
for from six to eight weeks of their summer vaca- 
tion, and for all phases of the educational program 
and work of the Church. As a pastor who used one 
of the young women last summer, may I point out 
some of the advantages both to the students and to 
the churches? 


From the student’s standpoint this is the finest 
training that they can get between their Junior and 
Senior year at A. T. S. Instead of limiting their 
activity to Daily Vacation Bible School work alone, 
they work with the young people, the adults, the 
Sunday School departments and heads, the com- 
mittee of religious education of the session, and 
all others who are interested in the total program 
of the church. Their relation to the minister or 
ministers is that of a graduate D.R.E., and at the 
close of the summer they have had an experience 
that will help them make the most of their second 
year at the Training School. 


From the pastor’s standpoint and that of the 
church, this is just the “lift” that the church needs 
in what might be the otherwise lagging summer 
months. It means new enthusiasm and leadership 
among the young people; the education of the 
church officers and congregation as to just what a 
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director of religious education does and can mean 
to a church; and it enables the church to become 
acquainted personally with at least one young 
woman who will be graduating in another year and 
available most probably for active and permanent 
service. 


The cost is but nominal—the travel expense of 
the young woman to and from her home; her board 
and room while on the field; a little fund for 
incidental expense, and perhaps $20.00 to $25.00 a 
week in the way of renumeration or salary, most 
of which will help towards the expense of her 
schooling during the following year. 


It is only within the last year or so that these 
young women have been available for service other 
than as directors of Daily Vacation Bible School. 
Now the offer is open to any interested pastor or 
church for training in all the phases of the work 
of a D.R.E. Churches interested should write to 
Mrs. L. C. Majors, Director of Field Work, 3400 
Brook Roard, Richmond 27, Va., as early as possible. 
One thing is certain and that is that there will be 
more requests than there will be 4 women 
available, in spite of the fact that A.T-.S. is training 
more future D.R.E.’s than any other Presbyterian 
training school or college of Christian Education in 
the nation. Just as with the graduates themselves, 
so with these trainees most of them want to know 
definitely about their plans by Feb. Ist, if possible. 


Dr. John McSween of the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, Greenville, S. C., wrote to the General 
Assembly’s Training School, after having used one 
of the Junior girls in his Church during the sum- 
mer of 1949——“I wish to commend you for the plan 
of assigning students in training there to definite 
churches for the summer clinical work. It was our 
pleasure to have with us —— at Fourth Presby- 
terian Church, Greenville, S , one of your Junior 
students this past summer, a she endeared her- 
self to us all in the three months of her service 
with us. The impetus which she gave to our work 
will be felt for a long time and will undoubtedly 
result in a broader thinking along the line of 
religious education of our officers and women and 
young people. 


“Not only does this plan give opportunity to 
many churches to ‘try out’ the plan of having a 
trained worker for the religious education program, 
but the plan also brings The Training School to the 
direct attention of many churches which otherwise 
would not know of the fine service the School is 
rendering to the church at large. I sincerely hope 
that you will continue this program and that many 
churches, as ours, will receive the benefit which the 
program brings.”’ 


We of Beacon Hill Presbyterian Church would 
join with Dr. McSween and his people of the Green- 
ville Church, in expressing our appreciation of the 
services of another of last year’s fine Junior Class 
and in commending the use of these fine young 
women to other churches of the Assembly. 


Arthur V. Boand. 





The Supreme Mission 
Of The Church 


“And ye shall be witnesses unto me.” Acts 1:8. 
Evangelism is the emphasis for the Women of the 
Church not only for November, but at all times. 


ii FOLDING CHAIRS 
; - IN Steel or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


7 | SSeaee 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
“—\ J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 64 SCRANTON 2,PA. 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information write to: 
G. T. Gillespie ... President 
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PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 








Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 


Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1837 _Marking 113 1950 


Years Of Service 
To The Church And Clergy 


~ COX SON; & VINING, Iac. 


13) East 23rd Street, New York 10, ALY. 





Do not let the word “Evangelism” cause you to 
shy away—it simply means: ‘Making more and 
better Christians.’’ Let us pray that God will show 
each woman what they can do best to help most in 
the greatest evangelistic campaign ever undertaken 
by the Protestant Church of America. This cam- 
paign covers a period of fifteen months. It began 
October 2nd. 


The General Assembly calls upon every local 
church to make Evangelism the heart of its program 
this year. Each woman should be humbly grateful 
that this is a call in which she may have an active 
part. 

Thousands of persons do not know Christ and 
should be evangelized. Are you going to do any- 
thing about it? Do you care enough about people 
to try to reach them for Christ; do you care enough 
to find ways to lead them into faith in Jesus 
Christ and into active service through the Church? 
Then ask yourself this question: “What am I doing 
to win someone to Christ?”” Remember you cannot 
expect to bring another nearer to Christ than you 
are yourself. 


“Lord, lay some person upon my heart 
And love that one through me, 

And let me nobly do my part 
To win that person to Thee.” 


Evangelism is the supreme mission of the Church. 
It is your answer to Jesus’ command to “go and 
tell.” 

—(Mrs. G. A.) Elizabeth Anderson. 
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Recipe For A Happy Nation 


Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord. (Psalm 
33:12) 

Happy is the man (or the nation) whose iniquities 
are forgiven. (Psalm 32:1). 

Happy are they who do right at all times. (Psalm 
106:3). 

Happy is he that has mercy on the poor. (Proverbs 
14:21). 

Happy is the man (or nation) who maketh the Lord 
his trust. (Psalm 40:4). 

Happy are they who hear the Word of God and 
keep it. (Luke 11:28). 

Happy are they who hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness. (Matt. 5:6). 

Happy are the pure in heart. Happy are the peace- 
makers. (Matt. 5:8,9). 

Happy is the man who keepeth the Sabbath. (Isaiah 
56:1). 

Happy are a people saved by the Lord. (Deut. 
33:29). 

A photographer in Louisville, Ky., focused his 

camera on a group of people standing on a busy 

street corner. They were waiting for the traffic 

lights to change. The resulting photograph, which 

has been displayed in the Museum of Modern Art 

in New York City, is called a “‘disturbing picture.” 


People glance at it casually or pause to examine 
it closely, then go away haunted by the tense look 
of worry on the faces in this unposed group. 


Not one of the two dozen people in the picture is 
smiling. Perplexity, gloom and despair are written 
on their faces. No one seems much concerned about 
anyone else. They appear to be dreading some 
ordeal which looms ahead of them, beyond the 
street crossing. 


The lingering, haunting memory of this picture 
prompted me to look for real-life pictures around 
me. With no photographic equipment except the 
lens of my eyes, I began doing what you have done 
if you have seen the Louisville picture—watching 
the masses of people on street corners. 


It is quite unnecessary to repeat my experience 
and conclusions. As you watch the expressions of 
people “where cross the crowded ways of life’ you 
will want to make your own observations. I hope 
you will find, too, that not every street corner, at 
all times of day, yields such a dismal picture as 
the one described. 


Elizabeth Cheney must have been observing 
“bird traffic’? one day when she wrote: 


Overheard In An Orchard 


Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
“T should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so?” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 


Surely, as Christians, our joy that “God is the 
Lord” is not less than that of the birds. But, do we 
always manifest it in our attitude? 


Does not Home Missions have the responsibility 
to develop happy Christians? By happy, we refer to 
a deep sense of an abiding inner joy and blessedness 
that comes from simple Christian living, facing 
optimistically and heroically the problems ahead. 
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Write For Our New 1949-1950 Catalogue 
Of Evangelical Books 
Sent Free On Request 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








Happy Christian individuals make a happy Chris- 
tian nation. 
Editorial in The Women’s Missionary 
Magazine, September, 1949. 





Unique formats characterize two of the latest 
tracts published by the American Tract Society, 21 
West Forty-Sixth Street, New York 19, N. 
“Portal to Portal,” one of these tracts, is sure to 
attract attention. In appearance it is a modern 
house door, with no title or other printing on its 
face. The reader opens it to confront a clear 
Gospel message. The other “different” tract is 
‘“Who’s Who In Heaven,” which simulates a book 
and tells how one may become listed in “‘The Book 
Of Life.” 


Another new A.T.S. tract title, “Stones,” is es- 
pecially aimed at Christians whose lives or habits 
hinder their effectiveness, Other titles recently 
published by A.T.S. include Theodore Roosevelt’s 
“Nine Reasons For Going To Church,” Andrew 
Murray’s “Fellowship With God,” “If The New 
Testament Is Not True—What Then?” and the 
popular “Four Things God Wants You To Know.” 
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Church News 














Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, D.D., Pastor of the North 

Avenue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., has ac- 

cepted the call of the Board of Church Extension 
to become its Executive Secretary. 





Report Of The Judicial 
Commission Of The 1949 
General Assembly 


Presbyterian Church In 
The United States 


The Judicial Commission appointed by the 1949 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States to ‘‘deliberate upon and conclude the 
business of the overtures and other papers before 
the Assembly growing out of the L. Richardson 
suit,” respectfully reports as follows: 


The Commission met in the Hotel Peabody, 
Memphis, Tennessee, October 24-27, 1949. 


The Commission had asked the interested parties 
in the Richardson case to present to it whatever 
statements and documents these parties belived the 
Commission should consider. The parties appeared 
in response to this request and presented whatever 
they saw fit to submit. The Commission heard all 
of the evidence offered. 


All parties in the case informed the Commission 
that they did not wish the Commission to consider 
the record of the evidence offered in the trial of 
this suit, since they had no desire to re-try the 
case before the Commission. The Commission 
agreeded with this position and made no request 
for such records. 


All parties concerned and their representatives 
were invited to be present at all times while any 
testimony was being introduced or while any state- 
ments were being made, except during the Com- 
mission’s executive sessions. 
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The Commission is happy to report that as all 
parties presented their evidence, and throughout 
the whole proceedings, the finest spirit of co-opera- 
tion and good will prevailed. It is in this same spirit 
that we present the following findings to our 
Church: 


The representatives of the church agencies and 
Trustees in this suit stated to the Commission they 
did not intend to charge, and in their opinion did 
not charge Mrs. Lynn Richardson with fraud in any 
statements in their pleadings or in their briefs; 
they declared further that if any such statements 
were subject to the interpretation that her honesty 
and integrity was attacked, they disavowed any 
such intention. The Commission regrets that any 
statements in the pleadings or the briefs of the 
agencies and Trustees were interpreted, or could 
have been interpreted, as charging Mrs. Mary Lynn 
Richardson with fraud. 


The Commission finds that the courts found and 
decreed as follows: “The charges of fraud against 
each and every defendant and Mrs. Mary Lynn 
Richardson, are not sustained and are dismissed.” 


The Commission holds that the courts’ findings 
and decrees dismissed all character charges and 
all charges of intentional fraud against H. Smith 
Richardson and Lunsford Richardson, Jr., and the 
Vick Chemical Company, and against Mrs. Mary 
Lynn Richardson, if any were made against her. 
Since the courts that tried the case were courts of 
final and competent jurisdiction, the Commission 
holds that the findings and decrees should be given 
full faith and credit by all parties concerned and 
by the church at large. 
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The representative of the Richardson family de- 
clared to the Commission: “We are not asking these 
agencies to apoligize to the Richardson family. We 
are not sking for that, and we are not going to 
ask for it.” 


The Commission believes that the allegations 
made by the church agencies and Trustees in this 
suit were made and prosecuted in good faith, and 
it also believes that no apology from our agencies 
need be forthcoming unless the agencies in good 
conscience feel constrained to make one. 


The Commission wishes to underscore and empha- 
size the decisions of the courts that no member of 
the Richardson family was guilty of fraud. We 
deeply regret the embarrassment and injury suf- 
fered by the Richardson family and by our church. 


In response to those portions of the overtures 
which relate to the filing of suits henceforth, the 
Commission makes the following statement: 


“Regretting the effects of litigation upon the 
parties concerned and upon the church, and feeling 
that “whether one member suffer all the members 
suffer’ (I Corinthians 12:26), we call attention to 
and stress the fact that in the reorganization of 
the Assembly’s agencies this year the matter of 
lawsuits is covered by Section 85, which reads as 
follows: 


‘“‘We recommend that no Assembly Agency bring 
suit in the civil courts of the several states or the 
Federal Government without first securing the 
counsel and advice of the Permanent Judicial Com- 
mittee, except in cases of emergency, where, in the 
opinion of the agency, to delay would be expensive 
and would prejudice the case.” (Page 156, Para- 
graph 85, Minutes of the 1949 General Assembly). 


The Commission holds that the previous actions 
of the General Assembly, together with the findings 
of this Commission, should satisfactorily clear up 
and close this matter both for the Richardson family 
and for the church. 


These findings we now present to our Church 
with the prayer in our hearts that a spirit of for- 
giveness may prevail and that whatever ill feelings 
has existed or colored any relationships may give 
way to a sincere desire to magnify the Christian 
law of love as our way of life. ‘“‘And now abideth 
faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judicial Commission, 

John H. Marion, Chairman, 
Walter F. Brown, Secretary. 





Dr. Robert Strong 
The Seventeenth Pastor 
Of The First Church 


Augusta, Ga. 


At the evening service, October 16, 1949, Rev. 
Robert Strong, S.T.D., was installed as the seven- 
teenth pastor of this Church. 


Dr. Strong was born June 13, 1906, in Chicago, 
Ill. He is the’ son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wills 
Strong, now residing in Long Beach, California. 


We draw largely from a letter from the Covenant 
Presbyterial Association for the following biogra- 
phical material about Dr. Strong. He received his 
A.B, degree from the University of California at 
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Los Angeles in 11930. He is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa and Phi Chi Phi honorary fraternities. 
Graduate study led to the Th.M. and A.M. degrees 
from the University of Southern California. He 
received the Th.B. degree from Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary, Philadelphia, where he in 1937, 
’38 taught the courses in Greek. The degree of 
S.T.D. (Doctor of Sacred Theology), was earned by 
him at Temple University in 1938. His doctoral 
dissertation was a study in the doctrine of the 
Second Coming of Christ and was published as a 
series of fifteen magazine articles in The Presby- 
terian Guardian in 1942. Dr. Strong is publisher 
of the monthly variety tract The Home Evangel and 
is a contributing editor of a parish magazine, The 
Witness. He is a director of the Quarryville (Pa.) 
Presbyterian Home and for years has been president 
of the Quarryville Bible Conference Association. 


Dr. Strong was ordained to the Gospel ministry 
by the Presbytery of Philadelphia North in June, 
1934. He resigned from the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. in 1936, later joining the denomina- 
tion that came to be known as The Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. He was moderator of its 
eighth general assembly. All his ministerial service 
until now has been rendered in Willow Grove, Pa., 
where he was pastor for 16 one-half years. In 
February of this year he joined the Covenant 
Presbyterial Association. Augusta-Macon Presbytery 
at its meeting on October 11, 1949, received Dr. 
Strong into ministerial membership in the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. 





The Synod Of Texas 


The Synod of Texas met October 4-6, 1949, at 
Austin College, Sherman, Texas, with the First 
Presbyterian and Grand Avenue Churches as joint 
hosts with the college. The Synod of Oklahoma 
and the Synod of Texas, U.S.A. met simultaneously, 
and the three Synods shared two popular meetings 
daily, including the communion service on the first 
night, at which twelve ministers from the three 
Synods assisted by some fifty elders from local 
churches distributed the communion elements. 


Rev. E. W. McLaurin, D.D., Professor of New 
Testament in Austin Theological Seminary, was 
unanimously elected Moderator and proved himself 
an able officer under the trying conditions of a 
very crowded docket. Rev. Albert E. Ruhmann was 
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elected Temporary Clerk, and Rev. Malcolm L. 
Purcell and Rev. T. H. Pollard were elected Stated 
Clerk and Assistant respectively for a term of four 
years. 


The revised stewardship plan which had been pro- 
posed last year was adopted without dissent, pro- 
viding the synod with a plan to assure more equit- 
able distribution of benevolences. The purchase of 
the Mo-Ranch property which had been authorized 
last year was reported, and announcement was 
made of a campaign for $750,000.00 to pay for the 
property and make needed improvements for the 
use of the larger conferences. Part of the Religious 
Education report gave a thrilling account of what 
had been done with the property the past summer: 
22 conferences were held, with total enrollment of 
over 3000, and that in quarters designed to ac- 
commodate less than 200 at a time. More than 
1000 other paying guests were registered, besides 
countless visitors. 


Much attention was given to the centennial of 
Austin College which begins this fall. 


A proposal to launch a synod paper was tabled 
for further discussion next year. The reports of 
two ad interim committees to make a study of the 
entire program of Latin American work and the 
two schools for Mexican youth, provoked consider- 
able discussion. A proposal to move in the direction 
of making the schools co-educational was rejected 
after a warm debate, but other suggestions looking 
to strengthening the schools and the whole work 
with more adequate support were adopted. It was 
not felt that the time had come to seek the integra- 
tion of the Latin American churches with the Anglo- 
American presbyteries, but the possibility of this 
step in the future was presented. 


A request by the Student Work Committee that 
Synod keep its needs for substantial building pro- 
gram and undergirding the entire work more 
adequately, was kept for action next year. But the 
recommendation of an ad interim committee to 
study needs and program of the orphan’s home, 
that a new boys’ dormitory to be erected out of 
current receipts of the home, was approved. 


The Committee on Evangelism announced the 
securing of Rev. Ernest F. Deutsch as director of 
evangelism for the Synod, and projected a program 
for the coming year. 

In line with the General Assembly’s Re-organiza- 
tion, the Moderator had named a special com- 
mittee to deal with re-organization of the Synod. 
Its general plan, was adopted. A Commission was 
appointed with Rev. C. L. King, chairman, to work 
out details of the Plan and put them into operation 
by next spring. 


On recommendation of the Committee on Chris- 
tian Relations, a committee was appointed to 
investigate the need and possibilities of establishing 
a Presbyterian hospital and clinic center. Another 
committee was named to confer with the Oklahoma 
Synod on possible joint support of two educational 
institutions in that Synod. 


Considerable debate arose over the overture of 
El Paso Presbytery concerning the organization of 
a church at Ruidoso, N. M. It was finally decided 
to approve the organization of the church and 
extend the bounds of the Presbytery to include 
that territory, pending conference with the Synod 
of New Mexico, U.S.A., on question of any 
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possible violation of comity. 


Notable visitors at this meeting of Synod were 
Dr. Edward Grant, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Education; Rev. Jack Marion, Director of 
Christian Relations of the Assembly; Rev. H. H. 
Thompson, Assembly Director of Evangelism; Rev. 
Aubrey Brown, Editor of The Presbyterian Outlook 
and Mrs. Harry Williams, President of Texas 
Synodical, —all of whom addressed the Synod in 
connection with their particular work. Rev. Jack 
McMichael, recently appointed Director of Educa- 
tion for the Southwest area of Texas and Oklahoma, 
was introduced and his appointment approved. 


Synod accepted the invitation of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Brownsville, to meet in that 
Church as a part of the centennial celebration of 
the Church, and adjourned to meet October 10, 
1950. 


Malcolm L. Purcell, Stated Clerk. 





SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 


Knoxville Presbytery 
Lake Forest Presbyterian Church was organized 
by a Commission of Knoxville Presbytery on the 


afternoon of October 23, 1949. Twenty-eight mem- 
bers were received by certificate and six adults were 
received by confession and five of them baptized. 
Messrs. Earl Hash, Ed Ford and Joe Dozier were 
elected Elders. Messrs. Julian Fleming, H. M. Scull 
and Owen Belden were elected Deacons. 


A unanimous call was extended to Rev. George 
M. Webb, who has been working in this populous 
community south of Knoxville, Tenn., since June 
20, 1949. Mr. Webb and the Elders and Deacons 
were installed in office, with ordination for Messrs. 
Dozier, Fleming, Scull and Belden. The first offer- 
ing of the Church was for Presbytery’s Home Mis- 
sions and amounted to more than $100.00. The ser- 
vice was held in the Community Building, the first 
unit of the Lake Forest Presbyterian Church Build- 
ing which will use a beautiful four-acre tract, six 
miles from the heart of Knoxville. Lake Forest 
Church is the third Church organized in Knoxville 
Presbytery in the current church year. 





Kingsport, Tenn. 

October 26 was a joyous occasion for the mem- 
bers of the Waverly Road Presbyterian Church of 
Kingsport, Tenn., for on that night they broke 
ground for their new $44,000.00 addition. The new 
brick building designed in colonial style will pro- 
vide enlarged Sunday School facilities, a new 
Chapel, and a Recreational Hall. The ground- 
breaking ceremony was opened with the reading of 
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the Scripture and a prayer by the pastor, Rev. John 
R. MacKinnon. Elder Allen Dryden, representing 
the Mother Church (First Presbyterian Church), 
then congratulated the congregation upon the great 
steps that had been made in advancing from a 
Chapel to a self-supporting Church. Rev. Marvin 
Compher, Chairman of the Presbytery Home Mis- 
sion Committee, and Elder Bradley Ward, Mod- 
erator of Holston Presbytery, commended the group 
for their vision of Christian service and challenged 
them with the task which lay ahead. After the sing- 
ing of the Doxology the officers and members filed 
by, each stopping to turn sod for the new building. 
The evening was concluded by a bountiful supper 
served by the Women of the Church. 





The Annual Meeting Of The Mexico 
Mission Of The Presbyterian Church 
In The United States In Morelia, 
Mexico, November 2-11, 1949 


The Mexico Mission had a most enjoyable and 
inspiring time at its Annual Meeting which was 
held in Morelia, Michoacan. The meetings were 
held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Z. V. Myers who 
had planned well for the comfort and convenience 
of the members of the Mission. There were thirty 
missionaries and thirteen children present. 


The first session of the Mission was called to 
order by Mr. R. C. Morrow, the retiring chairman, 
on November 2, 1949 at 9:00 A.M. Dr. H. L. Ross 
led the opening devotional service around the idea 
of “The Field.”” He presented maps showing our 
field in Mexico. It is an area of 52,000 square miles 
with an approximate population calculated to be 
four million persons. We were challenged to see 
our responsibility for such a large area and great 
numbers of people. Dr. J. Hervey Ross of our 
hospital the Sanatorio “La Luz” in Morelia, was 
elected chairman for this meeting with the Rev. 
Homer A. Spencer as Vice-Chairman, Mr. Z. V. 
Myers as Secretary, Treasurer, and Mrs. C. M. 
Bassett as Assistant Secretary. The Chairman ex- 
tended a welcome to the new missionaries that 
have arrived since the last mission meeting. They 
are the Rev. and Mrs. William T. Wing, Jr., Miss 
Mary K. McBee, and the Rev. and Mrs. John B. 
Wood. A special greeting was extended to Mr. 
Alexander U. Bransford, Board of World Mission’s 
Photographer, who is visiting Mexico at this time. 
Mr. Bransford spent one day taking pictures of 
the Mission Meeting in session. 

One of the most inspiring parts of the meeting 
was the hearing read of the personal reports of 
each missionary on the field. It is an encourage- 
ment to all that there were advances on all fields. 
Our hearts often went out in thanksgiving to our 
Heavenly Father for His faithfulness as His Word 
was sown in Bible Schools, Student Homes, Hos- 
pitals, Clinics, and in general evangelism over our 
field. 

Reports were received from the various repre- 
sentatives of the National Presbyterian Church of 
Mexico. It is encouraging to note that the National 
Church is growing in influence and prestige as 
well as in numbers. They are seeking to take over 
many areas that have formerly been occupied only 
by missionaries. The Macedonian call of the Mexico 
Mission now is to go into the many unreached areas 
and begin new work of reaching thousands for our 
Saviour. On every front in our mission the call is 
for advance into the many untouched areas. More 
and more new missionaries are needed to help us 
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move out into these regions. The field in Mexico 
is “‘white unto harvest’ and each member of the 
mission was impressed with his responsibility to 
pray and work with greater zeal for the Kingdom of 
God in Mexico. 








Sunday School Superintendents’ 


Council Meeting 


By Rev. Norman Cook 
Richmond, Va. 


The recent meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Assembly Superintendents’ Council affords 
an occasion for informing the church at large about 
this Council and its work. 


Largely under the volunteer leadership of Mr. 
W. E. Price, now Moderator of the General As- 
sembly, the Superintendents’ Conference and As- 
vciztion of the Assembly were begun at Montrea* 
N. C. Out of this movement grew a few years ago 
under the guidance of Rev. Alex R. Batchelor, then 
Director of Sunday School Administration with the 
Executive Committee of Religious Education and 
Publication, the Superintendents’ Council of the 
Assembly composed of the Chairmen of Superin- 
tendents for the various synods. Every summer 
since, this Council has met at Montreat in connec- 
tion with the annual Superintendents’ Conference 
except in 1947 when the meeting was held in Des 
Moines, Iowa at the time of the quadrennial Inter- 
national Sunday School Convention. 


In its sessions at Montreat last July, the Council 
heard reports on the work during the year, discus- 
sed plans for promoting the Program of Progress, 
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and considered plans for a Superintendents’ Manual 
and a Church School Guide which are to be printed 
soon. 


The President of the Council is Mr. David J. 
Dessauer, outstanding layman and insurance man 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, who has rendered 
signal service as Chairman of Superintendents for 
the Synod of Louisiana and is now giving such 
vigorous leadership to the work of the Superin- 
tendents Assembly-wide. Serving with Mr. Dessauer 
as members of the Executive Committee of the 
Council are: Honorary Chairman, W. E. Price, 
Charlotte, N. C.; Vice Chairman, George C. Leslie, 
Charleston, W. Va.; Immediate Past Chairman, T. 
Jasper Lowe, Jackson, Miss.; Secretary, T. O. An- 
drew, Atlanta, Ga.; Regional Director Representa- 
tive, William M. Belk, Orlando, Fla.; Synod Com- 
mittee Representative, Philip A. Roberts, Fred- 
ericksburg, Va. 


This Executive Committee met in Atlanta, Ga., 
on November 3 just before the Men’s Convention to 
plan the program for the 1950 Conference to be 
held at Montreat, July 14-16. Much of the program 
is to center around the Superintendents’ Manual 
planned by a committee of last year’s Council com- 
posed of Mr. W. E. Price, Mr. D. J. Dessauer and 
Rev. Jack B. McMichael and written by Mr. Mc- 
Michael at the request of the Council. An effort is 
being made to secure outstanding speakers. Some 
joint sessions are to be held with the Men’s and 
D. R. E. Conferences which will be in session at 
the same time. 


Administrative responsibility for the Superin- 
tendents’ Council and the work of Sunday School 
Superintendents throughout the Assembly as phases 
of Church School Administration has been placed 
in the Department of Administration of the As- 
sembly’s Board of Education. The Board is now 
seeking a suitable man to be responsible for this 
important work who will serve as a member of the 
staff in the Department of Administration. 





Union Seminary News 


Herbert Meza, of Tampa, Fla., has been elected 
president and Jack Payne, of Davidson, N. C., 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Junior Class at Union 
Theological Seminary. 


Other officers of the new Class are: Arthur 
Stevens, Norfolk, Va., Director of Physical Life; 
Charles Turner, Winnsboro, S. C., Ecumenical 
Life; Robert Patterson, Bluefield, W. Va., Spiritual 
Life; and Paul Corbett, Morristown, Tenn., Social 
Life. 


Meza, Payne, and Turner are graduates of David- 
son College, Stevens of Hampden-Sydney, Patter- 
son of Washington & Lee University, and Corbett 
of King College. 


Interested friends of Union Theological Seminary 
have given to the institution an oil portrait of 
President Ben. R. Lacy, Jr., who is in his twenty- 
third year as administrative head of the institution. 


Formal presentation was made at a recent con- 
vocation by Dr. James W. Gordon, chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the Board of Trustees. Ac- 
cepting the portrait was Dr. E. T. Wellford, of 
Gloucester Court House, President of the Board. 

Also present for the ceremony was Mrs. Ben R. 
Lacy, Raleigh, N. C., 90 year-old mother of Presi- 
dent Lacy. 


Dr. Lacy came to the Seminary in 1926 from the 
pulpit of the Central Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
Georgia. In this, the 127th year of continuous 
operation, Union Seminary has the largest faculty 
and student body in its history. 





Synod Of Florida 


The Synod of Florida convened in the First 
Presbyterian Church of St. Petersburg, Fla., Oct. 
11, 1949, 2:30 P.M. 


Synod heard a most inspirational address by Dr. 
Marshall C. Dendy, the retiring Moderator. 


The Synod of Florida U.S.A. met simultaneously 
with the Synod of Florida U.S., and on Tuesday 
evening, met in a combined session when Dr. Clif- 
ford E. Barbour, Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., spoke. He prefaced his remarks 
with: “Children of the same family should live in 
the same house.” 


Dr. William Gardner was the visiting and inspira- 
tional speaker for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Dr. Gardner also spoke to the U. S. Synod Wed- 
nesday morning on the subject, ‘‘Why Doesn’t God 
Quit?” He assured us that God would never quit 
because of His love, His patience, and the confi- 
dence He has in being able to redeem and change 
men. 


Synod received the following overture from the 
Synod of Florida, U.S.A.: 


“The Synod of Florida of the Presbyterian 
Church in U.S.A., aware of the common tasks and 
responsibilities which confront the Presbyterian 
Churches of Florida, especially in the areas of 
leadership training and youth work, and appreciat- 
ing the growing spirit of fellowship and comity 
which characterizes the relationships of our two 
branches of the Church, would express to our 
brethren of the Synod of Florida of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. our earnest hope and 
purpose of working with them in whole-hearted 
co-operation in the educational enterprises which 
God has called us to carry on together. To this end 
we give assurance of our willingness to make 
available for common use the material and spiritual 
resources for the above purposes with which God 
may endow us.” 


Synod sent fraternal greetings to the U.S.A. 
Synod. 


The president of the various educational institu- 
tions of Synod spoke concerning Christian education 
and Synod was greatly challenged by the need of 
the Church continuing its work in the field of 
higher education. 


Dr. Frank H. Caldwell spoke at a banquet of 
the combined Synods. 


In the report of Synod’s Committee on Home 
Missions, the Rev. Walter Passiglia, pastor of the 
Ybor City Presbyterian Church, called to the at- 
tention of the Synod that recently in one Catholic 
Church in Tampa 4,500 people lined up to kiss the 
supposed hand of St. Francis Xavier. 


The Synod honored itself in electing as its 
Moderator, the Rev. Joseph W. Conyers, Executive 
Secretary of Suwannee Presbytery. 

The next stated meeting was left in the hands of 
the Moderator and the Stated Clerk to select the 
place of meeting. 

Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 
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JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 5, 1950 





CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES 


——— ORDER FROM —— 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


Send For Our Complete Catalog 
All Books Sent Postage Free To Any Country 





Virginia Home For Aged 


The committee appointed by the Synod of Vir- 
ginia, at its meeting in September, to proceed to 
the raising of not less than $150,000.00 for the 
proposed new Presbyterian Home for Aged Men 
and Women, has begun its work with a great deal 
f encouragement. Plans have been made to bring 
this great need to the attention of all the Churches 
within the next few weeks. 

The Synodical in session recently in Roanoke, 
‘a., promised full co-operation in the campaign. 
Here is the official statement of Mrs. Paul K. 
Buckles, President of the Virginia Synodical, dated 
September 25, 1949: “You will be interested to 


know that the Women of the Virginia Synodical 
received your overture most enthusiastically, and 
voted to contribute for the next three years the 
money from the ‘Blessing Boxes’ to the Home for 
the Aged.” This was the response of the women to 
the overture of the Synod. 


The personnel of this committee is as follows: 
Rev. T. C. Sales, Clifton Forge, Va.; Rev. Dunbar 
H. Ogden, Jr., Staunton, Va.; Mrs. Donald W. Rich- 
ardson, Richmond, Va.; Mr. N. B. Etheridge, Nor- 
folk, Va.; and Mr. F. W. Robinson, Herndon, Va. 
Mrs. Paul K. Buckles, Newport News, Va., has been 
named as an advisory member, and Mr. Ralph O. 
Artz, Clifton Forge, Va., as the Treasurer. 
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LIBERAL SYNOD 


Modernism bears fruits, as may be observed in 
the New York State Synod of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. Presbyterianism in that Synod is 
said to be most liberal. Reports at the recent 
Syracuse Synodical Session showed a decrease in 
the number of churches from 826 to 776. During 
the past 25 years in that Synod 34 churches have 
merged into 17, six were transferred to other 
jurisdictions, and 73 were disolved. At the same 
time Sunday Schools declined from 146,749 to 
100,114. 


— Atlanta Constitution, Nov. 14, 1949. 





Presbytery Of Tuscaloosa 


. 

Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in fall session in 
Linden, Ala., on October 18. Twenty ministers 
were present, with twenty-seven elders. There were 
also four visiting elders and six deacons. The Rev. 
Cecil G. Culverhouse was elected Moderator, and 
Rev. E. H. Carleton was appointed Assistant Clerk. 
The Rev. J. M. Carr, Th.D., Assembly Director for 
Town and Country Church Work, was an invited 
speaker. The call of the Centerville Church for the 
pastoral services of the Rev. Robert R. Wallace 
was accepted by him and a commission appointed 
for his installation on November 13, as follows: 
Rev. J. M. Partridge to preside, propound the ques- 
tions, and charge the pastor; Rev. N. J. Warren to 
preach the sermon; Ruling Elder K. M. Harper to 
charge the congregation. 


All of the proposed amendments sent down by 
the Assembly were approved. A men’s rally in 
Greensboro, Ala., on October 19, was reported. 
Presbytery declined to yield to the Assembly’s re- 
commendation for the election of lay commissioners 
for two-year terms. The winter meeting will be 
held in the Uniontown Church on January 17, 1950. 
Presbytery recast its committees to conform to the 
Assembly’s reorganization. 

R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


Preston Hollow Presbyterian 
Church Organization 


The Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church was 
organized on Sunday, October 30, 1949, at 3:00 
P.M. at the Texas Country Day School. Friends 
from many other congregations in Dallas joined in 
worship with those who gathered from the nearby 
communities. About 200 were present. The Com- 
mission of Presbytery included Rev. F. C. Brown, 
D.D., chairman, who presided and propounded the 
consitutional questions; Rev. Wm. M. Elliott, D.D., 
who preached the sermon, taking his text from the 
record of Gideon; Rev. Cecil H. Lang, D.D., who 
was to have received the members. Other members 
of the Commission were: Rev. Thos. W. Currie, 
Rev. A. J. Van Puffelen, and Elders Geo. R. Jor- 
don, L. R. Klein, and W. N. Stewart, Sr. Much to 
the regret of all concerned Dr. Lang had been 
taken sick the Thursday previous and was unable 
to be present. 


The following were received on profession of 
faith and baptized: Julie Brooks Lawrence and 
Joseph Franklin Lawrence, Mr. Roger J. McGuire; 
on confession, Vickie Powell, Mary Anne Ericson, 
and Charles Bolanz Miller. Sixty other persons were 


received by letter, statement or reaffirmation, 
making a total of 67 charter members. When these 
members had covenanted together to become a con- 
gregation the following officers were elected: Elders 
C. Jack Neese, Arnold B. Franzen, Clifton C. Wil- 
hite, and E. E. Erickson; Deacons, W. C. Miller, T. 
Lawrence Jones, George Powell, Robert B. Price, 
J. Milton Smith and W. T. Wiederhold; Trustees, 
Wiley Johnson, William McCluer and C. J. Henson. 
The call was then issued to Rev. Robt. P. Douglas, 
of the Third Presbyterian Church, Houston. 


A four-acre site at the corner of Aberdeen and 
Tibbs Streets, and across from the Preston Hollow 
School has been secured by the Presbyterian Ex- 
tension Committee of Dallas and a manse has been 
purchased at 6239 Woodland Drive. The pastor- 
elect has signified his intention to arrive for the 
first Sunday in December, 1949. The enthusiasm 
and Christian devotion of this new congregation 
gives promise that it will continue to claim the 
abundant blessing of God in its work and worship 
in this rapidly growing section of Dallas. 





VISITATION EVANGELISM 
Synod Of Mississippi 


The Synod of Mississippi through the Board of 
Christian Education with the co-operation of the 
Committee of Stewardship and Evangelism has 
recently promoted the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress by a church visitation program. 


Volunteers were enlisted for visitation to the 
different churches. These churches were usually 
visited by two or more of the visitors except in a 
few instances where only one visitor went to a 
church. This was a plan for church visitation by lay- 
men rather than a plan of personal visitation. A 
class of visitors were coached in advance prepara- 
tory for this work. The calls from churches in- 
creased in such number that it became necessary 
to enlist a much larger delegation of visitors than 
the class that had been prepared in advance for 
this effort. The calls far exceeded expectation. 
Three phases of the work were especially empha- 
sized: Sunday School enlargement, Stewardship 
and Evangelism. In each of these causes, the As- 
sembly’s plans and goals received special considera- 
tion. 


In some of the churches visited, these causes were 
presented through the Sunday School, in others the 
laymen were invited to take the 11:00 o’clock 
hour. In still others, the organizations of the men 
of the church were gathered in week day sessions. 
Reports from the churches visited and from visiting 
teams were most encouraging and many requests 
have been made that the plan be repeated for 
another year. 


Dr. LeRoy P. Burney co-operated with Dr. R. L. 
Landis, Regional Director, in promoting this plan 
of visitation. 





Synod Of Mississippi 
Men’s Rallies 


The Board of Christian Education in the Synod 
of Mississippi has just conducted a series of three 
Men’s rallies in which the Propram of Progress 
was presented with the assistance of Mr. W. E. 
Price, moderator of the General Assembly. 
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These rallies were arranged for both men and 
women of the entire Synod of Mississippi. The 
meetings were held in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Laurel; First Presbyterian Church, Green- 
wood; and the Presbyterian Church of Okolona. In 
addition to the rallies arranged for the larger 
churches, Mr. Price addressed the men of Central 
Presbyterian Church of Jackson and held informal 
meetings with the officers of the churches of Itta 
Bena and Morgan City. An official meeting of men 
of the churches for East Mississippi Presbytery was 
held in connection with the rally at Okolona. 


These programs were promoted by the following: 
Rev. Grayson L. Tucker of Laurel, Rev. Van M. 
Arnold of Greenwood, Rev. A. W. Whitaker of 
Itta Bena, Rev. Ed. C. Brasington of Okolona, and 
Ed. Edens, president of the Men’s Council of the 
Synod of Mississippi, and Dr. R. L. Landis, Regional 
Director of Synod. 





St. John’s Presbytery 


The Presbytery of St. John’s met in regular 
Stated Fall Meeting in the Shenandoah Presbyte- 
rian Church, Miami, Fla., October 25-26, 1949. 
Rev. Paul M. Edris, Retiring Moderator, preached 
a sermon on “Men Of Vision.” 


Rev. H. E. Iverson was elected Moderator. There 
were present 55 Ministers and 47 Ruling Elders. 


The organization of John Knox Church in Or- 
lando, Fla., was reported and Commissions ap- 
pointed to install Rev. Hugh Hamilton as Pastor of 
John Knox and Grace Covenant Churches in Or- 
lando; Rev. A. A. Froehlich as Pastor at Maitland; 
Rev. H. D. Gress as Pastor at Calvary, Orlando; 
Rev. W. S. Porter as Pastor at Wauchula; and Rev. 
P. P. Phillips as Pastor at Covenant Church, Fort 
Lauderdale. 


Two Ad Interim Committees were appointed. 
One was given the responsibility of revising and 
preparing a manual to meet the changes necessary 
under the reorganization of the Church adopted at 
the last General Assembly. The other was given 
the responsibility of collecting all data necessary 
pertaining to the advisability of dividing the Pres- 
bytery. Rev. Stuart Long is the chairman of the 
first, and Rev. Alton H. Glasure, of the First 
Church, St. Petersburg, is chairman of the second. 


The Presbytery postponed answering the over- 
tures sent down by the Assembly and the election 
of Commissioners to the Assembly until the spring 
meeting of Presbytery. 


Rev. Hugh Powel was nominated to become the 
next Moderator and Presbytery accepted the invi- 
tation of the First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota 
as the place to hold the Stated Spring Meeting. 





CONCORD PRESBYTERY 


Centre Church: We have started on our greatly 
needed Sunday School Building and hope to have 
the class rooms ready for use around the first of 
the year. Our Sabbath School has been showing a 
steady growth and ten classes have had to use the 
auditorium in the Church. We have been planning 
for and looking forward to this new building for 
several years but have been hindered by war time 
prices and regulations. 


Shearer Church: The ground has been broken for 
our new Church at Shearer and the general plans 
for the building accepted by the congregation. 
Recently the Church purchased the ground for a 
cemetery and this has been graded as well as the 
church yard. Our Sabbath School here is progress- 
ing nicely. We have a new and very much alive 
organization of the Women of the Church. 


Sherrill’s Ford Church: Our people have greatly 
improved our grounds and general appearance of 
the property by grading the yard and sowing it in 
grass and putting in cement walks. A beginning has 
been made on our new class rooms. Most of the 
lumber for the building has been donated and has 
been drying. We hope eventually to brick veneer 
both the present structure and the new part. Our 
new organization of the Women of the Church has 
been doing most efficient work. 





Presbyterians Elected To Office 
In Florida Council Of Churches 


At the recent Annual Meeting of the Florida 
Council of Churches a number of prominent mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., were elected 
to leading offices in the Council for 1949-50. Dr. 
Albert J. Kissling, minister of the Riverside Pres- 
byterian Church, Jacksonville, Fla., was elected 
president of the Florida Council of Churches, suc- 
ceeding the Rt. Rev. Henry I. Louttit, D.D., Bishop 
Coadjutor of the Episcopal Diocese of South Fla. 
Mrs. J. M. Edenfield, president of the Florida 
Council of Church Women, will serve as Vice- 
President representing that group on the Executive 
Committee. Mrs. Edenfield is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville. The Reverend 
Lawrence I. Stell, D.D., pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Tallahassee, Fla., was elected 
chairman of the Christian Social Relations Com- 
mittee of the Council. Miss B. Louise Woodford, of 
St. Petersburg, State Director of the Florida Chain 
Missionary Assemblies, was elected a member-at- 
arge. 





Synod Of Arkansas 


The Synod of Arkansas at its recent meeting in 
Pine Bluff appointed a committee to help bring the 
Campaign Fund of Arkansas College to a successful 
zonclusion. 


This Committee is composed of the following 
representative members: Mrs. T. C. Fleeman, of 
Fort Smith, Mr. W. A. Stackable, of Fort Smith, 
head of the Women of the Synod, and present 
moderator, respectively, Mr. Kim Hedrick, of War- 
ren, head of the Men’s Work of the Synod; Rev. 
Steve Cook, of Hope; Rev. J. Russell Cross, of Con- 
way, former Financial Director of the Campaign; 
Rev. R. D. Nolen, of North Little Rock, and Rev. 
James I. Paisley, of Nashville as Chairman. All of 
the Committee, except one, met recently in the 
Pastor’s Study in North Little Rock, and there 
agreed unanimously that we should go ahead with 
the campaign and complete it at the earliest possible 
moment. Dr. John D. Spragins, President of the 
College, Mr. H. T. McDonough, Business Manager 
and Financial Director of the Campaign; and Mr. 
Ben Kelley, the President of the Student Body, 
met with us. 


It was agreed that the Churches which had not 
completed the quotas assigned them should be asked 
to do so as soon as possible and that the service of 
this committee would be offered in any way they 
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could help. It was recommended to the Board of 
Trustees of the College, that ground should be 
broken very soon for the Administration Building 
on the new campus, where already we have the 
Girls’ Dormitory, and the Gymnasium and the Foot- 
ball Field, besides nearby the three buildings used 
as Dormitories and faculty residences acquired from 
the Masonic Lodge. 


Mr. Stackable was asked to prepare a brochure 
for the College setting forth its aims and oppor- 
tunities, to be sent out to every member of the 
Synod. 


Nearly four-fifths of the $543,500.00 set as a 
goal, has been pledged. The Student Body of the 
College, perhaps the largest in its history, is en- 
thusiastically behind the campaign and its members 
are subscribing and paying into the Campaign 
Fund. 

James I. Paisley. 
Chairman of Comm. 





The Chattanooga Valley 
Presbyterian Church 


Chattanooga Valley Presbyterian Church, in the 
Flintstone section of Walker County, Georgia, five 
miles south of Chattanooga, Tenn., was organized 
by a Commission of Knoxville Presbytery on Sun- 
day night, December 27, 1947. Dr. James L. Fowle 
was chairman of the Commission, and Dr. James 
Sprunt preached on ‘“‘The Victorious Church.” Rev. 
W. M. Rice, Rev. Joseph B. Mack, Ruling Elders 
John E. Clark and C. G. Milligan completed the 
Commission. 


A congregation of forty-one members entered the 
Covenant and elected the following officers: 


Elders: L. D. Henry, H. J. Boss, O. B. Emmett. 
Deacons: J. P. Mathis, J. Y. Brown, W. P. Camp. 


A suitable and adequate church building and 
manse will be erected and a pastor secured in the 
near future. 

This area in Georgia was turned over to Knox- 
ville Presbytery by the Synod of Georgia for de- 
velopment and the Chattanooga Presbyterian 
Church gives Knoxville Presbytery organized work 
in four States. 





Inskip Presbyterian Church 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


The Commission of the Presbytery of Knoxville 
organized the Inskip Presbyterian Church on De- 
cember 11, 1949. Forty-one residents of Inskip, a 
suburb of Knoxville, were received, four by Pro- 
fession of Faith and baptism, and two by reaffirma- 
tion. Three infants were presented and received 
the ordinance of baptism. The following officers 
were elected, ordained, and installed: 


Elders: T. K. Bishop, M. T. Schalf, Karl N. 
Smith, Walter S. Lewis, George D. Paul. Deacons: 
O. M. Grubb, H. G. Horner, J. D. Herren, Karl N. 
Smith, Jr., Troy M. Morgan, Tom. W. Fitzgerald. 


Rev. Charles S. Spencer was called by the con- 
gregation and installed as pastor, to serve in con- 
junction with the duties at Crossroads Church, 
which was organized on September 26, 1949. At 
present the new Church is meeting in the Inskip 
Elementary School. 





Presbyterian College Now 
Fully Accredited 


Clinton, S. C.—Presbyterian College, its endow- 
ment now over the one-half million dollar mark, 
has been reinstated as a fully accredited member 
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools. 


The institution was granted full membership dur- 
ing the Assoc.ation’s 1949 meeting at Houston, 
Tex., early in December. And with that official ap- 
proval, the College and its long arm of loyal sup- 
porters climaxed a campaign to bring the endow- 
ment up to association standards. 


Lack of the necessary endowment funds was re- 
sponsible for Presbyterian College being shifted 
trom full membership it held during the period 
1923-35 to the approved non-membership list. The 
student body numbered approximately 300 then. 


Although Presbyterian’s endowment fell short, 
the generosity of supporters in the Synods of South 
Carolina and Georgia provided the College with 
sufficient funds to maintain a sound educational 
program. 


Dr. Marshall W. Brown, college president, points 
out that an unusual number of P. C. graduates re- 
ceived admission to professional schools or were 
given assistantships and fellowships at many of the 
nation’s leading universities. President Brown adds: 


“Presbyterian’s position regarding educational 
training is clearly emphasized in the fact that its 
educational expenditures per student exceed by 
one-third the association standards, current library 
expenditures are 50 percent over the Southern 
Association requirement and books in the P. C. 
Library number more than twice the amount spec- 
ified for acceptance.” 


The late Dr. William P. Jacobs, whom Dr. Brown 
succeeded as president, lifted the College well 
along the route toward being re-accredited. And a 
campaign initiated by President Brown mounted 
the endowment over the $500,000 required of a 
college of 500 students. 


Presbyterian College’s endowment now stands at 
some $520,000, with the campaign still bearing 
fruit. A number of churches which have not yet 
contributed plan to add their gifts in the near 
future. 





Meeting Of Permanent Committee 
On Co-operation And Union 


On December 6, 1949, the Permanent Committee 
on Co-operation and Union met in Atlanta. Six- 
teen of the seventeen members were present. A 
spirit of fine fellowship prevailed. Constructive 
work was accomplished. 


Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden was re-elected Chairman 
and Dr. Frank Caldwell, Secretary. Dr. Charles 
King was made Vice-Chairman. 


The significant re-organization of the work in 
both the U.S.A. and U.S. General Assemblies 
(1949) was reviewed. The greatly increased ac- 
quaintance and co-operation between the two 
Churches in their synods, presbyteries, and local 
communities was noted. 
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Dr. Frank Caldwell, who had already been ap- 
pointed by the Moderator of our General Assembly, 
was instructed to attend a conference on Church 
Union at Greenwich, Conn., in order that we may 
be in touch with this movement. He was not given 
authority to obligate our Committee in any way. 


The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary 
were authorized and instructed to nominate to the 
Moderator of our General Assembly Fraternal 
Delegates to the U.S.A., the U.P. Assemblies and 
to the A.R.P. Synod; also, to select two Visitors to 
the U.S.A. General Assembly, one of whom would 
be suggested to the Moderator as Fraternal Dele- 
gate. 


The enlarged responsibilities of the Permanent 
Committee were carefully considered and five sub- 
committees, corresponding to the added tasks, were 
erected. The Permanent Committee approved an 
invitation to be issued jointly by the U.S.A. and 
U.S. Churches to other Presbyterian and Reformed 
bodies to unite with them in the effort to bring 
into one body all members of our Presbyterian 
family in the United States of America. 


A special committee was erected to confer with 
a similar committee from the U.S.A. Church, should 
such be appointed, relative to the desirability and 
feasibility of publishing jointly a new Hymnal. 





St. Paul Church - Charlotte 


St. Paul Church, Charlotte: Special services were 
held in this Church October 20-30, by Rev. Irving 
M. Ellis, Minister of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Gastonia, N. C. The Sunday and night services 
were given to sermons on the fundamentals of 
salvation and Christian living, the morning services 
to studies about the Person and Work of the Holy 
Spirit. In addition to the preaching, Mr. Ellis played 
his marimba and led the congregational singing. 
He is a gifted man of God, who believes in getting 
men and women and young people face to face 
with Christ as their Saviour and as the Lord of 
their lives. Besides additions to the church mem- 
bership, some twenty-five adults came forward 
signifying their purpose to try to win at least one 
person to Christ by the end of the church year. 
The Church’s midweek prayer meetings are now 
being given to studies about “salvation” and related 
topics, with a view to helping these persons to ac. 
complish their high purpose. 


This Church looks forward to plans for beginning 
a new structure on or before April 1, 1950. A com- 
modious lot has been secured in the same neighbor- 
hood as the present location, and near an apartment 
project which is scheduled to accommodate more 
than two hundred families. The Minister, Rev. W. 
A. Gamble, is now in his fifth year with this Church. 





Presbytery Of New Orleans 


The Presbytery of New Orleans met at the call 
of the Moderator on December 5, 1949, at the Pry- 
tania Street Church. The Presbytery received into 
its membership Rev. J. Wayte Fulton from the 
Presbytery of Abingdon, and Rev. Fitzhugh Clark 
from the Presbytery of Florida. Mr. Clark will be 
installed as minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Thibodaux on January 8. Mr. Fulton is 
the new Director of Religious Education for the 
Synod of Louisiana. 

—wW. D. Langtry, Stated Clerk. 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Almost one-fourth of Davidson College’s 880 
students are benefitting this year from the most 
extensive scholarship and student-help program in 
college history, President John R. Cunningham 
said recently. 


A total of 208 students are receiving $43,355.00 
in scholarship help, the largest amount ever offered 
by the College in a single year. Applicants for the 
awards are chosen for various qualifications with 
individual need, scholastic ability and leadership 
cons.dered important. A substantial amount of the 
total is allotted to ministers’ sons and candidates 
for the ministry. 


In addition to the scholarship grants, the College 
will pay approximately $11,000.00 to students for 
part-time Jobs. Students in these positions receive 
compensation for such duties as waiting on tables 
in the college dining hall, acting as librarians, sell- 
ing tickets to football games, and working under 
professors as academic assistants. 


The College also operates a student loan fund 
which makes funds available for needy students 
faced with an emergency retirement. 





Receipts For Evangelism 
From April 1, 1948, through November 


30, 1948 , sha ee la dscns leant, 
From April 1, 1949, through November 

30, 1949 a ee 

Decrease eee: eee aaaeaae $ 141.32 





RESOLUTIONS 
Eli Fairley Murray 


The following resolutions were prepared pursuant 
to action of the Session of Laurel Hill Presbyterian 
Church, Laurinburg, N. C., on Oetober 30, 1949. 


Whereas, in the providence of Almighty God, it 
has pleased Him to call home, on October 29. 1949 
our dearly beloved friend and co-worker in Christ, 
Eli Fairley Murray; and 


Whereas, we who remain, while our hearts are 
deeply wounded, are not sorrowing as those who 
have no hope, for our God added grace unto grace 
when He crowned His work of life long favor to 
His servant with a most joyous testimony of abund- 
ant entrance into the heavenly home. Eli Fairley 
Murray was a gentleman. That is the word. Mr. 
Murray was a Christian after the Presbyterian 
order. He was a lover of his fellows, caring for the 
souls of men, a companion of greatest charm, and 
lived and fought for what he believed was the 
truth, in Christian spirit. He was ordained an 
Elder in Montpelier Presbyterian Church in 1907 
and served well for many years, then moving to 
Milton Presbyterian Church was chosen an Elder 
and also served well and faithfully, then in 1924 
he became an Elder in the Laurel Hill Presbyterian 
Church, which office he held at his death. He was a 
good Presbyter, and was twice a delegate to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
In his passing, not only Laurel Hill Church, but the 
Presbytery, and the entire Church has lost a man 
of spiritual vision and a true Christian leader. We 
of Laurel Hill Church have lost a spiritual figure, 
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a true friend, and a mind and heart which stimu- 
lated our Church to activity for God. He was an 
excellent Bible teacher, teaching from his personal 
knowledge and experience of God, and of His Word. 
We have lost a man whom our times can ill spare, 
a man of conviction, and a man whose very 
presence, in the community, and in the Church, 
raised his fellowmen, above the commonplace, to 
that which was right, just and good in God’s sight. 
His life can well be summed up in the words of our 
Saviour, “‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Whereas, we gratefully acknowledge his loyalty, 
love and service, his regular attendance, and sup- 
port of the Church in every way, with his whole 
life; time, talents, and possessions, therefore, be it 
resolved: that the members of Laurel Hill Presby- 
terian Church, express their extreme sorrow and 
sense of deep loss, and join in extending sincere 
sympathy to Mrs. Murray and her sons and 
daughters. 


Be it further resolved; That this resolution be 
spread upon the Session Minutes, and read in a 
morning worship service; and that a copy be sent 
to Mrs. Murray; and that a copy be sent to the 
Laurinburg Exchange, and to the various Church 
Papers for publication. 


The Resolutions Committee: 


W. Knight Thompson, Pastor, 
J. A. McMillan, Clerk of Session, 
H. F. Monroe, 

Eliza P. Shaw. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“The Child’s Story Bible.” By Catherine F. Vos. 
Published by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.95. 


An American manufacturer has shrewdly adver- 
tised his product to the effect that since it was im- 
possible to improve the contents, he has improved 
the container. The thought expressed in this adver- 
tisement could well apply to The Child’s Story 
Bible. This book has been popular in our home for 
a number of years. In our judgment it is without a 
peer. For children above seven years old, it is one 
of the finest books that can be placed in any home. 


This volume which has been a favorite for the 
past decade and a half now appears in a completely 
reset edition with larger type, making it 732 pages 
of text in addition to the full-page, full-color pic- 
tures. Eerdman’s Publishing Company has spared 
no expense or effort in the production of this new 
edition. We have recommended this book many 
times in the past, and it is a pleasure to do so again. 

—John R. Richardson. 
This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





A B C Stories of Jesus. By Mildred Speakes Ed- 
wards. This is a beautifully illustrated A B C book 
which tells many of the stories connected with the 
life of Jesus. Children will enjoy and profit by the 
reading of it. We heartily recommend it for chil- 
dren ages 3-6. 


Lumpy 


The story of Lumpy is the story of a great de- 
termination to demonstrate a great love. It is told 
by Miss Leila G. Kirtland, a good friend of Miss 
Lumpkin, both retired Japan missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. It is highlighted by ac- 
counts of numerous incidents which surely could 
have happened to no one but “Lumpy.” Those who 
know her have greatly enjoyed reading this little 
book. 


Though retired because of age, Miss Lumpkin has 
refused to retire from service and has gone back 
to her beloved Japan. Since Japan is the theme for 
our World Mission Study in January, many will 
find the reading of “Lumpy” both interesting and 
timely. —Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





“Fifty Years Of Christian Adventure.’ By Ste- 
phen B. Williams, D.D. Published by Good Tidings 
Press, Yoakum, Tex. Price $1.00. 


Fifty Years Of Christian Adventure is the life 
story of Stephen Bassano Williams, who early in 
life was converted from Roman Catholicism to Pro- 
testantism. The subject of this narrative has had a 
versatile career — Evangelist, Home Missionary, 
Salvation Army Officer, Founder of The Evangeline 
Academy, and a leader in Church Courts. 


The story of Stephen Williams’ life is fascinating. 
The highlights are presented in this small volume of 
158 pages. Many insights into Roman Catholic 
practices are drawn from his early experiences. 
Throughout this book one is able to see the hand of 
God directing a life born to humble circumstances 
to places of usefulness in the service of Christ. The 
many friends of Dr. Williams will be delighted to 
own this permanent record of his life’s achieve- 
ments. Those who have been influenced under his 
gospel preaching will value it most highly. 

—John R. Richardson. 





“Christian Ways For College Days.” By H. G. 
Goodykoontz. Published by John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. Price $1.00. 


The author of this little book with an attractive 
title is Director of Student Work of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S. He prepared this book for the 
benefit of our young people who are attending col- 
lege. It discusses college life today with its tempta- 
tions and opportunities. He believes that students 
are going deeper in the matter of religion. He says 
they are taking their faith more seriously than any 
student generation since the nineties. 


Most of this book is helpful. The chapter on 
“That You May Not Doubt” is rather weak in spots. 
The section on “Toward An Intelligent Concept Of 
The Bible” should be strengthened. We wish that 
all who write for students would do so without ap- 
pearing to apologize for any part of the Bible. As 
rresbyter:ans we are committed to a Bible that re- 
quires no apology save that technical apology which 
we call Christian apologetics. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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“The Book To Live By.” By Rev. James V. Clay- 
pool, D.D. “The Book To Live By” is the theme 
chosen by the American Bible Society for this 
year’s observance of World-wide Bible Reading, 
celebrated from Thanksgiving to Christmas. This 
theme will also be the basis of the sermons in many 
thousands of Churches on Universal Bible Sunday, 
which occurs on December 11. Universal Bible Sun- 
day, for decades, has been the occasion for pastors 
to encourage wider and more understanding use of 
the Bible. The Bible is such a familiar book, and so 
easily obtained in our own country, one is apt to 
forget that in other parts of the world there are 
people hungering for the Book which feeds their 
spirit and enriches their lives. 


“One afternoon I visited an old couple in my 
pastorate,’ wrote Pastor Werner Stamm to the 
American Bible Society, from Kierspe, British 
Zone, Germany, ‘“‘who during a bombing raid lost 
everything. The husband is blind. They live as 
evacuees in a hut. I made this special visit because 
it was the man’s birthday and I wanted to read to 
him from the Bible. ‘Neighbors gave us this torn 
Bible in order that we might find comfort in it,’ 
they told me. Then I could answer: ‘I will bring to 
you a beautiful new Bible, a gift of the American 
Christian people.’ You should have seen the joy on 
their faces. Yes, all the Nazi propaganda could not 
destroy the belief in God of the old people.” 


“The Book To Live By!” When one’s faith is 
founded on the promises of the Scriptures, nothing 
shakes your belief. 


A pastor in the northern part of Brazil who was 
visiting a new community for the first time, asked 
if there were any there who were “people of the 
Bible.”” He was at once directed to a certain home. 
There he found a group of believers and heard the 
story of the Bible which had been purchased many 
years before and discarded by its owner. 


But one day the owner died, and when his books 
were divided among his sons, one of them saved 
the Bible from the rubbish heap and read its mes- 
sage. Soon he was reading to his family, and soon 
the power was being felt in their lives. When the 
pastor told them he was a minister of that Gospel, 
tears came to the eyes of the group as they told 
him he was an answer to their prayers; and with 
that group as a nucleus, the first evangelical church 
in that region was organized. The Bible is our 
guidebook. “To it mankind must return if we are 
to heal the distemper of our lives and to resolve 
the disorder of the world,” writes Dr. John S. Bon- 
nell. “It is ‘The Book To Live By,’ for the source 
of its light is He who came that we ‘might have 
life and have it more abundantly.’ ” 





“The Faith That Satisfies.” By William M. 
Anderson, Jr., D.D. Published by Loizeaux Bros., 
Bible Truth Depot, 19 West Twenty-First Street, 
New York 10, N. Y. Price $3.00. This volume con- 
tains nineteen sermons delivered by Dr. William M. 
Anderson while he was pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, of Dallas, Tex. A second edition of 
this book has been required. This is the type of 
book that will delight all who love Bible-centered 
sermons. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 

















One Of These Regular 


INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 


For Yourself - For 
Another - Or Jointly 


And ... at the same time ... your invested 
funds become a GIFT to Foreign Missions, 
thus making it possible for you to both 
INVEST and GIVE in one transaction. 
Annuity rates range from 213% to 7%, 
based on age of the recipient. Payments are 
made semi-annually. The income does not 
shrink nor fluctuate—the rate never changes. 
Certain income tax exemptions are allowed on 
beth principal and income. Your money be- 
comes a Living Investment in Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

For full and detailed information about the 
many attractive features of Annuity Gifts, 
write to: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


Boarp Or Wor.LD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 — Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 


January-February-March 1950 
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Over 
100 Stations Produced 
co-operating 
in 
with 
Southern Protestant 
Religious Radio 
Radio 
Center 
Conference 
° * 








REV. JAMES A. JONES 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church — Charlotte, N. C. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RADIO PREACHER For THIS SERIES 


See Later Issue Of The Journal 
FOR ———— 
List Of Stations And Hours Of Programs 


RADIO DIVISION, BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
36 HOUSTON STREET, S.W. — ATLANTA 3, GA. 
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